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PREFACE

This report contains a description of the employment of armor
on Luzon during two periods, 1941-1942 and 1945. The campaigns on
Luzon were essentially an infantry effort, with armor at all times
supporting infantry units. Because of the scattered nature of armoréd
activity,‘detailed reports on the operations of individual tank bat-
talions are not available. Only by piecing together pertinent inférma—
tion from many separate revorts of tank action was a logical sequence

attained. Gaps existing in after-action reports were bridged by inter—

views with personnel who had participated in the Luzon campaigns.

Inasmuch as the operations of tank battalions during the second
phase were so similar, this report makes a full study of the overall

operations of only one tank battalion during this phase.
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- PART I

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCT ION

The speed and violence with which the Japanese struck LUZON on
8 December 1941 left the gallant defenders bewildered, yet determined
to push the enemy.back into the sea. During the bleak, dark days to
follow, the defénders of LUZON utilized every lethel resource tu delay
and strike back at a well-trained enemy. Many of the extraordinary
feats of the Allied defenders have taken their places in the annals of
history. Many super-human efforts to stop, repel, and destroy the at-
tacking Japanese have been masked from the world by modeéty, indifference,
and death.

Every available man and weapon were thrown into the defense of
LUZON. Men who had never been infantrymen fought side by side with
trained infantrymén courageously. .The ultimate.result of the four months
of delaying actions on LUZON was the fall of BATAAN on 9 April 1942,

Present armored doctrine of mobility, mass, firepower, penetra-
tion, and GXDIOitation.is.hardly applicable to armored activn on LUZON,
where most of the tank warfare was limited to tank-supported infantry
operations. Aécounts of these operatiqns have been taken from official
documents, and from authoritative comments by pérsons who were physically
present during the actions uvn LUZON. Much credit is given to Brigadier
General James R. N. Weavef, Usa (Retired), Commanding Provisional Tank
Group on LUZXN in 1941-1942, and Lieutenant Colonel Ben M. Brothers,
Executive Officer and later Commanding Officer of the 754th Tank Bat-

talion on LUZCN in 1945 for their eye-witness accounts.
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This study of the LUZON campaigns w;ll reveal the need for tank-—
infantry coérdination and cooperation in order to shatter .and destfoy
the forces of a determined enemy., Determination aloné was nut sufficient.
Such coordination and §ooperatioh was only achieved through adequate
training and mutual understanding of limitations and capabilities of
all arms.

The study of the two campaigns emphasized the fact that terrain
wis the key to success in the operatiohs on LUZUN. Any review of the
tactical employment of tanks and armor must be with an appreciation of

terrain and the restrictions that it placed upon operatiouns.



CHAPTER 2

TEKRAIN STUDY, CaNTRAL LUZON™
The area covered by this study of the CENTRAL.LUZON area com-

prises the Prouvinces of BATAAN, BULACAN, NEUVA ECIJA, PAMPANGA, RIZAL,

TAKLAC, ZAMBAIES, and the City of MANILA. It includes the major por-

tion of the CENTRAL LUZON PLAIN.- (See orientation map, page 14.,)

The CENTRAL VALLEY of LUZCN is a level alluvial plain extending

‘northwest to southeast for about 120 miles between LINGAYEN GULF and

LAGUNA DE BAY, 10 miles southeast of MANILA. It is shut off from the
CHINA SEA on the west by the high and rugged ZAMBALES MOUNTAINS, and

from the PACIFIC CCEAN on the east by the rough and heavily forested

'STIFREA MADRE. The plain itself is>broken‘by avsingle topographic

feature~-the isolated extinct volcano of MT ARAYAT.

The eastern part of the CENTRAL PLAIN produces rice, while the
sandy western portion grows sugar cane. Fruit trees are not planted as
orchards. The rolling foothills are cultivated with corn and root crops..
The lowlands have been completely cleared;'the mountain areas are
covered with rain forest except in northern ZAMBALES, where the lower
slopes are covered with pine trees.

There is a well developed rail and road net. Besides the two

main north-south highways, there are many lateral roads. Few roads

connect the east and west coasts. All the main roads of the CENTRAL
PLAIN are paved either with concrete or asphalt. The lateral roads
are all-weather, rock-surfaced roads.

MANILA, capital of the PHILIPPINES, is fhe most i@portant city

in the area. It is the main gateway to PHILIPPINE commerce and is one
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FOREWORD

It is a privilege to have:had access to this study during its
preparation; to have had confirmed, from the armored experience in the
later phase of the. Battle of the Philippines, that the fundamentals

applied or attempted in the -sorry piuvneer Armored effort there in l9hl

and 19A2,'were sound; that the‘failures or lacks were due to causes

which may-be avoided by their recognition through such studies, and
consequent aétiqn of those on whom the destinies of Armored troops may
depend. ’

The Provisional Tank Group, USAFFE, took to the field iﬁ battle~
alert ten days after its organization—lacking a headguarters company,
one ligﬁt battalion, and both medium battalions. It was unacclimated;
unused to its weapons, armor, radic; a new arm unacquainted with and
to the people with whom it was to be assoclated, The group learned
the hardest way, for tankers--in defensive battle, covering the with~
drawal into Bataan for 18 days of unremitting strain and action with
an enemy who did not attack in force but infiltrated at night and
around the flanks; sniped by day, énd used his aviation immune from air
counterattack or observation. The old verities of FIND, FEND, FIX, and
FIGHT did not work. On the rare occasions when the enemy did advance
in force—as at Baliuag, Remlus, Saxmoan, Bani Bani-—the tanks did extra-
ordinary execution. When the tanks took the of fensive in the Pockeﬁ
Battles on thé West Coast of Bataan, a degree of infantry cooperation
had devéloped so that the ultimate conspicuous success in that new type
of warfare, in heavy jungle intricately honeycombed, depended upon the

joint attack by armor -and infantry closely associated. If the tanks



AN

éttacked alone, the enemy sought the depths of his maze of burrows,
emerging to take in reverse tanks disabled by land or magnetic mines
or mortar fire--using grenades and flame throwers. In these melees,

with or‘without‘infantry (a way had to be painfully bucked before the

~ infantry could be committed), the back of the tank and its deck were

AN

particularly~vulnerable to mortar fire, even grenades. For obvious
reasons the @nemyrdid not use his air. -

The pressure for employment of tanks in isolated plato?ﬁg?ig
divorced from company or battalion supply, maintenance and salVége,
reconnaissance, communication, and intélligence, was an experiépce felt

: ' . 2
acutely then as in 1944-1945. The integrity of the company atﬁleast
®
had to be maintained. There were no replacements, no reserves, no
{
prospects in the last three months of our lonely war. ‘

B iamiad 1 4 - ¢
No"jeremiad is intended~-but tankers, present and future, are
by

urged to &eep companies and battalions inviolate, self—sufficiént as

to supply, transport, fire power, organic covering, maintenance, and

< 2

reconnaissance troops and facilities--as when the Armored Force had

its beginning. i%@“
It was said in mid 1941 that mechanized experience was not im-

portant for high armored command--that athletic experience was more
essentiagl to getting teamﬁork. A manager or coach can tell a team
what to do and how to do it--if he knows the game; but the team has to
be able tv do it, individually and as ateam. Even an all-star team
needs pragtice--including skull. Hence THE ARMORED SCHCLOL. A salute

" Yo it; and ﬁa& its teaching extend to all who control or affect the
déstinies of :armored troops in any future war.

/s/ Ji R. N. WEAVER, Brig Gen, USA (Retd)

- - =
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of the leading ports in the Far East. About 90 per cent of. the manu-
facturing facilities of the PHILIPPINES are located in MANILA. Other
important towns include CABANATUAN, capital of the rice-producing NEUVA
ECIJA Proyince. TALLAC and SAN FZENANDO are leading towns in the sugar
producing areas, and GUAGUA is the center of the fish industry. This
area is one of the most thickly populated (336 people to a square mile)
of the PHILIPPINES, having more than 2,500,000 people. The greatest
part of the American and European populatibn of the island lives in this
area. About half the nétive population is Tagalog, with Pahpagos and
Ilocanos making up the greater part of the balance. Chinese number
about 56,000,

- Standard time for MANILA is that of the 120th Meridian, or eight
hours ahead of Greenwich.mean time, . The metric system is used through-
out the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. Magnetic vériation in 1941 was O degrees
30 minutes East. There is an annual decrease of one minute.

MANILA-and CENTRAL LUZON are generously supplied with free-
flowing artesian wells, Mynicipal sources are generally from deep-
cased, sealed wells which are normélly clear and pure. Native developed
wells along the banks of streams or swamps should not be considered pure.
Mountain streams in non-populated éreas are nourmally clear and pure.

It must be borne in mind that the natives are more immune to. water-burne-

diseases of their country than new arrivals.

The most reliable and accurate charts for coastal and off-shore

" conditijons are the United States Coast-and Géographic Nautical Charts.

For inland conditions, the one inch to the mile, the Philippine

Department Engineer's map of one-half inch to the mile, and the 1:200,000



'7 C&GS Manila PI Maps 5-1940, 6-1933, and 7-1941, are phe most reliable.
Roads on the one-half inch to the mile scale are corrected to 1940 and
1941, | -
CENTRAL LUZUN comprises three major physiograﬁhic units-—-the
CONTRAL SIiKFA MADEE KANGE of the east; the great CENTRAL VALLEY of
LUZCN; and the ZAMBALES RANGE of the west. The CORDILLERA CENTRAL
(CARABALLO MOUNTAINS) pounds the CENTRAL PLAIN on its northern extremities.
The CENTRAL SIERRA MADRE, with peaks rising to over 5000 feei,
i§ rugged and heavily wooded, and forms an almost inaccessible barrier
between the CENTRAL PLAIN and the PACIFIC CCEAN. |
The ZAMBALES RANGE, rising in places to over 6000 feef, forms
an almost uninterrupted chain along the whole of west CENTRAL LUZON,
and separates the CHNTRAL,P}AIN'from the CHINA SEA.
. The great CENTRAL VALLEY is a level alluvial plain extending
"from LINGAYEN GULF southeast to LAGUNA DE BAY, a distance of about 120
miles. It has an average width of about 40 miles. The plain is totally
cleared of forest, is highly cultivated, ard ié thickly populated. It
is ‘one of the most strategically important areas in the PHILIPPINESL
’The SIERRA MADRE forms an almost unbroken chain of mountains
paralleling the eastern coast of LUZON four about 340 miles, That portion

between the northern shores of LAGUNA DE BAY and BALER BAY can be. .

| referred to as the CLNTRAL SIERRA MADEE. The 'avez"age height of the range
is 2000-3000 feet, with many peaks rising to almost 5000 feet. |
It has a general north-south trend with a soméwhat complicated
drainage systeh. Southtward, the range decreases in altutude and ends

,‘) in a belt of hills, some of which extend into LAGUNA DE BAY to form
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its irregular shore line.

The tange throughout is heavilyiwooded and that, combined with
the rough character of the tgrrain, makes it a very difficult barrier
to military operations on any but the smallest scale.,

In the foothills zone, where the vegetation is mainly grass
with patches of forest, there are numerous tracks and trails, and move-
ment will be lesg restriéted, especially along the valley flats. The
river bottoms are firm and can be fbrded, but are subject to rapid rise
and flash floods after heavy storms.

The CoNTRAL PLAIN is probably the most imporiant and critical
area in the PHILIPPINES.' It hus a heavy concentration of_population
and wealth, and MANILA.is situated on the eastern shores of spacious
MANILA BAY. In addition to the existing well develqped‘airfiélds, the
plain contains numerous sites for other airfields, .It is served by a
good road system, with well developed highways and permanent bridges
erected over the 1afger streams. |

The plain begins at LINGAYEN GULF and extends southeast to
LAGUNA DE BAY, It has been formed by alluvial debris brought down from
the high ranges on the north, east, and west, all of which rise sharply

from the plain with relatively little foothill formation. Its surface

is very low, nowhere exceeding 100 feet above sea level, except where

MT "ARAYAT (356l feet), an extinct volcano, rises as an isolated ,

conspicuous mass in the middle of the plain. It is watered by a con-—
siderable number of small streams which flow into the larger rivers,
comprising the main drainage system.

lMovement is fairly free over most of the plain, especially on



the higher sandy tracts cévering broad areas,.such as exist in the
vicinity of the TAHIAC RIVER, extending northeast across the plain.

In low areas, especially in the southern part of the pl;in, which ére
poorly drained, movement will 5e hore difficult dgring thé rainy season.

Ma jor obstacles are the wide large rivers, which are generally too deep

!

" for fording, and some of which have low, marshy approaches. The rice

paddies will be obstacles during the wet season, from May through October,

and in the limited areas where a second crop is grown during January,
February, and March. MT ARAYAT is the only major mountainous obstacle
on the plain, partly blocking it on its wesfern side, and serving mainly
as a good observation post.

The ZAMBALES RANGE forms an unbroken chain paralleling the

western coast of CENTRAL LUZON for about 140 miles. It comprises three

fairly distinct physiographic unité——the main mass of the mountain chain

between the CENTRAL PLAIN and the CHINA SEA; the mountainous BATAAN
PENINSULA; and the small mountainous area of BINCO PICOS west of SUBIC.
BAY. |

The main mountain chain is similar to the SIERRA MADRE with
broad, rugged, and complex masses of ridges and peaks, and following a
general north-south trend. Destructive flash floods ére-pfevalent

\

during the rainy season from May to October. During the dry ggggpp_ppg

‘rivers are small and can be easily forded. It is generally heavily

forested, with patches of grassland, but the rugged character of the
terrain prohibits movement for any but relatively small todies of troops.,
The rough terrain of BATAAN PENINSULA is heavily wooded and

free movement is restricted to the coastal highway and the connecting



road across the peninsula between the two mountains.. There are many -
miles of "jeep tracks" particularly on the northern slopes of the

MARIVELES MOUNTAINS. The coastal plain on the east side is mainly

. under rice and corn cultivation, and affords free movement except for

the wet‘rice’paddies during the rainy season.

The CINCO PICOS PROMONTORY West.of SUBIC BAY is almost cut off
from the ZAMBALES RANGE by a stretch of low land extending'from near
the head of SUBIC BAY to the west coast.. It is connected by a narrow
bélt of hills of 1000-foot elevation. The ierr;in is rouéh and broken
into a number of high pegks. The area is covered mainly by forest and
grassland, and is served by numerous trails, with much rough going,
restricting movement to foot troops only.

.>In CENTRAL LUZON the vegetatioﬁ consists mainly of primary and
secohdafy fofest, grassland, énd cultivated crops. All three types
cover extensive areas, the forest predoeminating on the mountains, the
grassland along the foothills, and the cultivated crops in the great
central plain and smali coastal plains. In addition, there are
relatively small areas of coastal and fresh-water swa,mps..

The AGNO and the PAMPANGA are the major rivers. Both have

their sources in the CORDILLERA CENTRAL to the north; the AGNO flows

southwest across the plain toward the foot of the ZAMBALES RANGE, and

ther Swifigs northward to empty into LINGAYEN GULF. The PAMPANGA and

its major tributary, the CHICO, traverse the.plain southward to empty
into MANILA BAY. The western part of the plain is watered by the TARLAC,.
formed at the confluence of the BULSA and O'DONNELL Rivers. This

system drains northward to the AGNO River and LINGAYEN GULF. The south- |



west part of the plain has an extensive networx of streams which go to
méke up the GUAGUA River system emptying into MANILA BAY. Farther south
is the small put”important PASIG River, connecting MANILA BAY with the
large lake,.LAGUNA DE BAY, The larger rivers -are generally deep with
meandering courses. The banks consist of sand and silt and are subject
to overbank flooding during the wet season.

The only important lake in the area is LAGUNA DE BAY, which
forms an’ important obstacle on the aﬁproach to MANILA from the south.
It is extensive enough for amphibious operations of importance and may
- be of value as a site for a segplane base,

 Two major swamps are worthy of note. CANDABA SWAMP, of fresh
water, normally covers about 85 square miles, and is a major obstacle
for 20 miles up the lower portion of the.CENTRAL LUZON PLAIN. The
opper swamp, the salt marsh delta area around the northern fringe of
MANILA BAY covering about 100 square miles, haé an extensive‘network
of deep waterways suitable for shélléw-draft navigation,

Roads in this area have been more highly developed than in any

other part of the PHILIPPINES,. The main approaches to MANILA are /

S
ROUTE 3, which runs from the north down the western side of the CENTRAL
LUZON VALLEY;\and ROUTE 1, which makes its approach from the south.

ROUTE 5 runs from the eastern side of the Valley to a Junctlon with

ROUTE 3 at a p01nt 20 miles north of MANILA, forming a huge Y. Within
the fork of the Y, CANDABA SWAMP has prevented the COnstruction of any
lateral roads for some 28 mlles north where ROUTE 10 runs southwest

to ROUTE 3 at SAN FERNANDO. North from ROUTE lO there is a network of

both all~weather and seasonal roads across the valley in all directions.



: i

From the LiNGAYEN GUL? area; ah é&timated 13,500-ton daily road'capacity
could bé hardiéd. Minor approaches to MANILA include ROUTES 51 and 21,
which tha§ be of éonéiderable importance under cértgin conditions to |
%éiieve tra{ficvon ROUTES 3 ard 1.

The seasonal distinction in CENTRAL LUZON depends on precipi-
tation rather than temperature, The dry Season from November to May
can be classified into two seasons: (a) the cool and dry seasonlof
the northeast monsoons during'December, January, and part of February;
and (b) the hot and dry season of the trade winds during February,
Mafch, and April, The wet éeason starts with the thundershowers of
May and‘June, and continues through the periods of the southwest mon-
soons from June to Noéember. The most uncomfortable season is during
May-and’June, when the atmosphere is humid because ofshort rains with
little cloud co?ér between showers. Thus, we find two pronounced sea~
sons, one dry in winter and spring; the other wet in summer and autumn.
The wettest months occur during the southwest monsoons. In the wet: sea-
son the mean monthly precipitation ranges from 7.7 to 17,1 inches, with
the heaviest falls in July and August. As much as 13,2 inches has fallen

in 24 hours, but the maximum rainfall seldom exceeds 10 inches for one

day. Torrential rainfall of short duration occurs at times in spring

and fall. Precipitation is generally of a showery nature and is light »

“and of short duration. |
The northeast monsoons generally set in during late Ocﬁober and

continue until April,. The direction is mainly north and northeast,

swinging more eést toward-the end‘of the season. It blows with remark-

able steadiness when best developed during January. Freshening winds

10
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are éenééally-bf shérter duration and become less freguent as the north-
¢ast monsoon draws to a close.

The southwest monscons, following a transition period of variable
winds, preQails from June to September, It is steadiest in July and
Augus£. It is intermittent because of frequent storms, and.corresponds
with the period of greatest rainfall ard leas£ visibility.i

Typhoons are the principal weather hazard in the PHILIPPINES,
Thefe is a.variability in the number of typhoons from one year tb the
next. More than 50 per cent of the total number have occurred from
September through November. About 20 per cent of the total éccurs in
July and August, and the remainder through the rest of the yeér, with
February being the least probable.

Cloudiness is relatively extensive in all months. It is at a
ﬁinimum in the spring, while maximum is found in the summer,

Visibility is generally good. Fog is rare in the lowlands,
other than ground-~fog, which dissipates: quickly at daybreak,

Comparatively uniférm temperatures prevail in this afee; with
the difference between the mean tempefature in the hottest and coolest
month being approximately seven degrees in the MANIIA érea.

Seasonal variation oflrelative hunidity is more marked than in

areas farther to the south. Lowest values of relative humidity_pccgy_d

“in April at Coasfél séations, mean values being below 75 per cent at
that time. In summer and autum, mean relative humidity lies between
80 and 8% per cent.

The PHILIPPINES are centrally located in respect td vital |

areas of JAPAN,.CHINA? BURMA, FRENCHINDO CHINA, THAILAND, MALAYA,

11



' and the NETHERLANDS EAST: INDIES and constitutes a p'iv'.-otaI‘: point for
their control. - The islande,areﬁalso strategieally“plaeed across the
trade rQutee connccting JAPAN and CHINA with the EaST INDIES, INDIA, -
AUSTRALIA, and’ EUROPE.. |

The CENTRAL LUZON area is the most developed, both ‘economically
and‘militarilj,‘and contains the national capital, MANILA. |

The wide.central plain, with its developed road net, offers
opportunity fer mobile warfare, while flankinig mountains are natural
obstacles to by-pass maneuvers. . The water entrance to MANILA through
MANILA BAY is blocked by the fortified island of CORREGIDOR, while the
northern end of the plains Qpeg on LINGAYEN GULF with its many landing
beaches. - |

Operations would be difficult during the rainy season. Food and
other supplies would ﬁold rapidly. Construction of new airfields in
the rice country is next to'iﬁpossible after the ground becomes saturated.

Unloading operations are impossible during typhoons and squalls,
and the ships would Ee endangered in.mOSt ports.

in the rainy season, cross-country movement in the agricultural
area is impossible. ADuring typhoons, highways are blocked witﬁ treea,
slides, and flooded rivers. The hot dry season‘materially lowers the

vitality of foot troops, but the effect of this can be decreased w1th

“proper cldfhlng and headgear, and m1n1m1z1ng marchlng durlng the mldday
heat. Runways and dispereal areas at most fields, unless paved, would
be unusable during the wet season. Cloud cover and low visibility are
the most extensive during this period. Typhoons and wet landing fields
are the main hazards to air operations,

12
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13












PART III
1941-1942 CAMPAIGN ™
CHAPTER 3

INTRODUCTION

,TheAPfovisional Tank Group, U. S. Arﬁy Forces Far East, had its
beginning 9 October 1941, when Coionel James R. N. Weaver, then Command~
ing Officer of the 68th Armored Regiment, 2d Armored Division,'reéeived
a top secret letter which directed him to proceed to CAMP POLK,
LOUISIANA. As Colohel Weaver was temporarily in command of the 2d
Armored Division, a_deiay.of several days was enfailed uqtil his command
could be fransferred and réutine adminiStratiQe duties completed. On B
13 October 1941, from FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY, he was ordered to the Port of
Embarkation (West Coast)'for shipment and to receive his orders upon
arrival. At this port he was-assigngd three officers, which was the
beginning of the Provisional Tank Groﬁp ﬂeadquarters.

The location of the following units which were to be assigned
to his command is noted at this time:

TheAGroup Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment was yet
to be formed,

The 192d Tank Battal;onl, commanded by Major Theodore F.
Wickford, embarked on the same transport, the PRESIDENT SCOTT, which
was to take Colonel Weaver-to the PHILIPPINES. The 192d Tank Battalion
was composed of National Guard companies. Headquarters and.CompanyVé
from MAYWOOD, ILLINOIS; Company C from-PORT CLINTON, OHIO; and Company

A from JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN. One company, formerly Company D of the

192d Tank Battalion, was from HARRODSBURG, KENTUCKY. This unit, upon

16



arrival in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, was to be transferred to the 194th
Tank Battalion. Their equipment was new, and this unit, like the 194th
Tgnk Battalion, was equipped with new M3 tanks and half*tfacks, The
unit~arrived‘at MANILA on 20 November 1941, and was‘stationéd at FRT
STOTSENBURG. This unit had recently participated in TENNESSEE and
LOUISIANA maneuvers, from which they proceeded .to the PHILIPPINES.

The 194th Tank Battalionz, the other battalion of the group, was

the first of the tank units to arrive in the PHILIPPINES.. It definitely

had the advantage over the 192d Tank Battalion, which arrived about

three weeks before the outbreak of the war. The 194th Tank Battalion,

a National Guard unit, was composed of Company A from BRAINERD, MINNE«
SOTA; Company B from ST, JOSEPH, MISSOURI; and Company C from SALINAS,
CALIFORNIA, The compahies were mobilized at their home stations on 10
February 1941. The senior captain, Ernest B. Miller, of Company A, was
to become the battalion commander. The companies assembled at FORT
LEWIS, oﬁ_22 February 1941. Here the Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany had to be formed and officers for the staff assembled. - In April

of 1941, draftees were assigned to the battalion and it was broughp up
to strength. In May of 1941 the tank strength of the unit was eight
outmoded modelé. In July 1941, a few more 1937 tanks.arrived,. In
August 1941, Company B was alerted for shipment to ALASKA. This company
was not replaced,until.November 1941, when the l9£th Tank Battalion and
the 192d Tank Battalion joined the Tank Group in the PHILIPPINES. This
was when the 192d Tank Battalion transferred Company D to the 194th

Tank Battalion, and thus.the battalion was reconstituted.  On 14 August

l9hl,_Major Miller, Commanding Officer, I9Ath Tank Battalion, was
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ordered to FORT KNOX on a classified mission from FORT LEWIS. On 15
August 1941, Major Miller- was ipfbrmed by Armored Force Headquarters
tgat.his unit was alérted for overseas shipment for tropical seryice.
The briefing revealed .the battali§n's destination would be. the
PHILIPPIﬁES. His equipment wouldlbe shipped directly to the port. The
majority of the tanks were taken from the lst Armored Diviéion. Shortly
afterwards the battalion commander returned to FORT LEWIS and fhen pro-
éeeded to SAN FRANCISCO to make arrangements for shipment. The vessel,
the PRESIDENT\CCOLIDGE, was due toysail on 8 September 1941. The bat-
talion arrived from FORT IEWIS on 5 September 1941, to stage and enbark,
The orders from FORT KNOX were that the battalion‘would be combat loaded
upon departure.

>At the port the 17th ArmnfediOrdnance Company assisted in load-
ing the tanks of tbe battalion., This was the beginning of its associa-
tion with the 194th Tank Battalion. At 2100 hours, 8 September 1941,
the battalion sailed for the PHILIPPINES, arrived at MANILA on 26
September 1941, and moved to FORT STOTSENBURG. This company was trans—
ferred from the UNITED STATES to the PHILIPPINES on the same ship as
the 194th Tank Béttalion and later became the ordnance company of the
tank group.3

COlonel>Weavér's unit, the Provisioﬁal.Tank Group, was formally
activated on 21 November 1941, the.day after his arrival in the
PHILIPPINES. .

Because of limitations, tank training to familiarize the
personnel withAtheiﬁ_weaEOns and vehicles was well nigh impossible.. Of

the personnel, 35 per cent were new to any type of tank, and all were

18



new to the M3 tank,.with which:the units were now equipped. Ammunition,

gasoline, -and range‘faciliﬁies.ﬁerg.requested,'but little was made
available, . Cn 30 November 1941, the tank grouﬁ commander ordered poét
ordnance to issue to his units 37smm? caliber .50, and caliber o5
ammunition. Range facilities were not made availéble; consequently
many of the men fired their weapons for the first time when %he-.Japs
made their initial attack. | |

The 194th Tank Battalion had been allotted 40,000 gallons of
gasoline upon its arrival in the ?HILIPPINES. The tank group, upon
activation, found that additional gasoline would not be provided for
other units in the group. This allowed less than 200 miles travel for
the 108 tanks of the two battalions. {Each battalion had 5/ tanks at
the beginning of the war.)

Spare parts in the PHILIPPIﬁES amounted to approximately six car-
loads, which included‘trécks,.engines, etc. Efforts made to secure these
parts were futile, and it was not until the unit arrived in BATAAN in
January of 1942 that this equipment was available to the_organizatiog.

Attempts were made to familiarize all officer personnel of FORT
STOTSENBURG with the new tank, but without pronounced success. On one
qccasion an American officer approached a Japanese tank to tzlkiwith
the crew, thinking it to be an American tank; and then a few days latér
the tank group had some of their own tanks reported as Japanese and
fired upon by friendly forces. Ground troops, at the time of their
arrival on BATAAN, had become familiar with the tanks, largely because
of an exﬁensive'tank—infantry~training orogram which had been instituted

after the withdrawal from the PILAR-BAGAC line. A hitherto unknown
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*'\‘ _ method of instruction in armor was used in this program, the highlight
of which was the rotation of a tank unit through successive infan%ry
battalion areas, emphasizing tank—infantry coordinatiun;_

. Generai Weaver states,min his after action report:

..The tanks were mistakenly considered invulnerable, self-
sustaining fortresses, capable of going anywhere, surmounting
extraordinary obstacles and performing prodigies such as opera-
tions against snipers, flushing enemy out of cane fields,
patrolling against infiltration—-operation stymied by the
inherent blindness of the tank, the noise of its operation, and
its considerable dead space, permitting approach to it by enemy
mines, grenades, flame throwers, particularly in heavy vegetation,
and when the tanks were immobilized by blown tracks or bogging.
Supposedly modest requests for !'just two or three tanks' had to
be filled with a company if physically possible-~a project

“wherein tank use was remunerative at all, warranted the use of
a company to insure enough power to punch through, give mutual
support, and insure the salvage by towing of the inevitable tank
casualtiesas... ' -

Befofe the arrival of the tank group, the 194th Tank Battalion
had performed reconnaissance to SUBIC BAY, LINGAYEN GULF, MT ARAYAT,
and. in a limited degree to BAGUIO. The tank group commander and his
staff covered in reconnaissance HIGHWAYS 3 and 13, and the area on the
LINGAYEN GULF west and north of the AGNO RIVER. Further, the area
around FORT SiOTSENBURG was covered by ground and air, paying particular
attention to the partially completed field at O'DONNELL. It was be=-
lieved thgt possibilities for enemy paratrubbs were present in this

area.

NCTES FOR CHAPTER 3

lOf.ficial Reports by Commanding Officer, 192d Tank Battalion, to
Commanding General, Armored Force, Fort Knox, Kentucky, 1941

20fficial Reports by Commanding Officer, 194th Tank Battalion, to
Commanding General, Armored Force, Fort Knox, Kentucky, 194l.

3After-Action Report, Provisional Tank Group,.1941-1942.
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CHAPTER 4

OPERATIONS OF THE PROVISIONAL TANK GROUP™

-8 December 19a1—-8'January 1942

At the outbreak of hostilities all tanks and half-tracks of the
tank battalions were in battle position. The 1924 Tank Battalion was

north and east of FORT STOTSENBURG. The 194th Tank Battalion was under

" WATCH HILL, and in the island between the two main landing‘strips of

CLARK FIEID, These units had been in place, combat loaded, ‘since 1
December 19L1; |

When word came early on the morning of 8 Decémber 1941 of the
attack upon PEARL HARBOR, all units were in their pOSitioné and the crews
weré with their tanks, alerted for action. At approximately 1130 the |
American planes returned from reCOnnaissahce and landed at CLARK FIEiD.
At this time the tankers, eating in the vicinity of their tanks, ob-
served a V-formation of approximately 50 planes, which appeared to be
coming from- the north at about 20,000 feét. Almost immediately the
bombs began falling upon CLARK FIEID. The antiaircraft guns of the
200th Antiaircraft Battélion and of the tank group immediately went into

action, but because of the great range, their fire was not effective.

. The weapons of the two tank battalions were of no value until the Japanese

started dive and glide bombing. The caliber .30 antiaircraft guns in

the tanks and the calibef .30 and .50 guns mounted on the half-tracks

were brought into action when the strafing phase began. The tremendous

. /
volume of fire was largely wasted upon the attacking planes, and its

greatest value was to keep the dive and glide bombers from continuing
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to exploit their :success. One enemy plane was downed by the fire of the
1924 Tank Battalion., The tanks being well camouflaged;'were first over-
looked by the enemy as thgy concentrated upon the unconcealed planes.
This attack lasted approximately 40O minutes., |
Shortly thereafter thé tanks were:redisposed. The 194th Tank

Battalion was sent to the northeast of CLARK FIELD, where it had cover

" and dispersion. The 192d Tank Battalion was sent to the unoccupied

position covefing the south airstrip of CLARK FIELD which, though still
under c;nstruction, might have been used for hostile landings, being
comparatively.undamage§. D'DONNELL FIEID received the protection of a
half-track platoon to forestall any airborne landings. Company A of
the 192d Tank Battalion was moved to DAU in position of readiness in
the vicinity of the main highway and railroad, Two more attacks fol-

lowed on CLARK FIEID, one on the 10th and one on the 13th of December,

1941. The last attack destroyed a half-track in the park of the group

‘ordnance .company. During the “interval between the two attacks, the

tanks cooperated with the units of the 26th Cavalry in a chase of para-

‘troopers which had supposedly been dropped in the area near ARAYAT.

At this time the critical supply of tank gasoline, ammunition; .
and spare parts, which had been held in reserve, ﬁere released. Gasoline
was spotted at various places, 20,000 gallons at DAU, 10,000 gallons at
GERONA, 10,000 gallens at FORT STOTSENBURG, and ZO,OOOAéallons at
ALABANA in SOUTH LUZON. - |

On 12 Decehber‘l?hl the tank group commander was called to gead-
quarters USAFFE in MANILA. Informatioh-ieceived at this time was that

landings were imminent at SOUTH LUZON. The 194th Tank Battalion, being
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the more experienced, was sent south of SAN FERNANDO near the CALUMPIT
BRIDGE, Headquarters, Tank Group, coﬁpléted the recénnaissénce during
ﬁhe 13th of December, and the advanée party of the 194th Tank Battalion
was spotted at MbNTILUPA,{where this battalioé was to rendezvous.
Reconnaissance was then continued in the Qicinity of LAKE TAAL and the'
southern and western coasts of SOUTH LUZON. During this reconrnaissance
division commanders of the 41lst and 51lst Philippine_Divisions were con-
tacted. The battalion moved into position on the lith of Deceber 1941.
On the ljth of December, Company C of the 19Lth Tank Battalion moved
into pousition at TAGAYTAY RIDGE, its only activity consisting of at-
tempting to apprehend fifth columnists who were sending up flares at
night. This operation continued uhtil Christmas Eve. At this time,
Company C was attached to the SOUTH LUZON FORCES, which were then en-
gaged with the Japanese who had made landings at MAUBAN and ANTIMONAN.
Headquarters of the tank group was ordered from FORI STOTSENBURG to
MANILA and opened there on 15 December 1941. It was here that the half- .
tracks of the Headquarters Detachment were inéorporated into the air
defense plan of the walled city of MANILA.

At this time a fugitive British ship arrived in MANILA with
approximately 40 Bren gun carriers on board. = This shipmen£ was
originaliy destined for SINGAPORE. The vehicles, which were shipped
minus guns, weré taken over by USAFFE and released to the tank group.
The group, over é period of time, waé able to arm sbme of these vehicles
with caliber .30 machine guns éalvaged from lost tanks and integrated
30 into the group organizétion, The balance were sent to the 26th

Cavalry and some Philippine divisions. On the night of 21-22 December
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the tank group commander was ordered by Headgquarters USAFFE t§ send one
battalion, minus one com;any, to the LINGAYEN GULF.area for support of
fencral Wainwright, who was commanding the NORTH LUZON forces. This A
unit, the 192d Tank Battalion, marched into the area designated. The
remaining company was at DAU and it was ordered.to the LA UNION COAST
to meet'antipipated landings at daylight.

On 22 December the latter company was discovered by the tank
group commander at ROSARIO, out of gasoline. Conflicting orders, not
issued by tank group, had prevented this unit from regassing at GERONA.
Information was received that the enemy was operating and had engaged
the 11th Philippine Division in the aréa of DAMORTIS. The anticipated
landings had been made-by the Japanese., A squadron of .the 26th Cavalry
was ordered into this area and reported back. that enemy cyclists or
motorized units were in the area. At this time General Wainwright's
headquarters requested help from the tank group commander, and the lack

of gasoline was explained. The resources of this company were pooled,

~ and a platoon was given the mission. The commander of the tank platoon,

Lieutenant Morin, was ordered into the DAMCRTIS area, but not beyond the
town of AGOO. This plafoon was completely destroyed during the day.

The enemy pressure at DAMORTIS was -increasing, and a need for tanks was
evident. As soon as gasoline a:rived,,the balancé of the company was
sent into thé DAMORTiS area, with instructions to cover the withdrawing
forces. The tanks were to fall back one by one; peeling off successively
from the front after the inf'antry. had withdrawn, The situation in SOUTH
LUZON.wgs developing rapidly, but the most critical situation was in

NORTH LUZON. The redeployment of tanks from the south occurred on 24
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December, -when the 194th Tank Battalion (minus Company C), arrived and
was placed in the line to the left of the 192d Tank Battalion just
southh of the AGNO RIVER and west of -CARMEN.

On 23-2l, December 1941, all three line companies of the 192d

‘Tank Battalion were operating north of .the AGNO RIVER when the main

bridge ét CARMEN was bombed. Tank units still north of the AGNO had to
make long marches tco the two highway bridges remaining to get scuth of

the river. In accordance with orders received from Headquarters USAFFE
on 25 December, the tank group was to cover the withdrawal of the NORTH
LUZON forcés in the following manner: The south bank of the AGNO RIVER
was to be held until the night of 26~27 December; they were to withdraw

to a line SANTO IGNACIA~-GERONA-~SANTO TOMAS—-SAN JOSE. The folluwing

night, 27-28 December, withdrawal was t¢ be to the line TARLAC-——~CABANA-

TUAN, and the night of 28-29 December to the south bank of the BaMBAN
RIVER--GAPAN, This position was.tu be organized for indefenite defense.
(See Map No. 1.)

on 2L, December, in SOUTH LUZON, Company C of tKe 194th Tank
Battalion moved via the LAKE TAAL road to SANTO TOMAS and bivouacked
near SAN PABLO. This unit was to assist in operations at LUCENA--
PAGBILAO—LUCBAN area. '

During the pefiod 25-26 December reconnaissance was made to
effect the above mentioned plans. Written SOPs were put into effect,
instructions given, orders, etc., were issued to unit commanders. On
the night of 26-27 December the Japanese occupied CARMEN, after the
American~Philippino units had withdrawn from the south bank of the AGNO

RIVER. -Company D of"thé 194th Tank Battalion, in withdrawing, arrived
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in the area 9f4M9NCADAQ'nQ§thIOf the AGNO RIVER, and found the bridges
blown. Rec_énp?i:ss;é;_me__ disclosed no available crossings for the tanks,
and the 15 féﬁainiﬁg vehicles of the unitlwere abgndoned. SOP destruc-
tion of one platoon of these vehicles was incomplete, as some were later

seen with the Japanese forces at BALIUAG., -This left but 20 tanks re-

. maining to the 194th Tank Battalion in NORTH LUZCN..

On' the ﬁight of 26-27 December,. the 192d and 194th Tank Bat~
talions withdrew to the south following the four Philippine Army divi-
sions; whom they> had been‘ supporting. After destroying what aviation
gasoline at CARMEN they could not carry, gasoline caches were spotted
for the successive withdrawal positions. Company C of the ~19[+th Tank
Battalion,. in SOUTH LUZON, was defending near SAN PABLO and LUCBAN in
support of two Philippine Army divisions.

On 29 December the tank group commander received orders from
Headquarters USAFFE to organize £he antitank dqfense of the BAMBAN line
in collaboration with 1.:he NORTH LUZON force commander. The TARLAC line
was evacuated that night. The BAMBAN line was to be held until further
érders. Withdrawal was ordered the next night, and the bridges blown.
Company A of the 192d Tank Battalion was exténded to replace the 't_,.anks_
lost bj the 194th Tank Battalion during the withdrawal. The 194th Tank
Béttalion (minus Company C) was sent to a position in feadiness at
ARAXAf. |

| The axis of withdrawal for the 192d Tank Battalion was ROUTE 5;
and for ‘the i%tb Tank Baitalion was ROUTE 3. During the4p_eri_od 30
Decémber 19&1-«.-1 January 1942, the 1924 Tgmk Battalion covered the with-

drawal of the Philipoine Army divisions east and west of the PAMPANGA
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RIVER. At this time they uséd tanks east and west of the CALUMPIT

BRIDGE over the PAMPANGA RIVER to cover ‘the withdrawal of the SOUTH
LUZON fdrces towérd,BATAAN.

HDuring:the.pé:iod until 31 December,'the,l9htﬁ Tank Battalion
was covering the withdrawal of the_Philippinebdivisions south on ROUTE
3 toward SAN FERNANDO and BATAAN.

On 2 January the tank group received orders from Headquarters
USAFFE to cover the withdrawal into BATAAN to the LYAC JUNCTION bovér
positionAaﬁd thereafter to proceed to bivouac area. The 1924 Tank

Battalion was passed through the 194th Tank Battalion, which reassembled

Vwith but 30 tanks left, and had 'a short rest. The 194th Tank Battalion,

plus Company A of the 192d Tank Battalion, attached, was assigned to
cover the withdrawal into BATAAN with HIGHWAY 7 as an axis. The 192d
Tank Battalion was sent to cover the northwest flank via ANGELES, PORAC,
SAN JOSE, and DINALUPIHAN. The bridge the 194th Tank Battalion was to
cross into BATAAN was covered by the l92d‘Tank Battalion. The tank
group was then to take a position to support the occupancy of the
initial LYAC JUNCTION covering position. Withdrawal was accomplished
as planped, as there was no longer any question of premature dest{ucf
tion of bridges. The withdrawal of the 192d and i9hth Tank Battalions
was carried out in their prescribed zones under heavy pressure and was
completed on the night of 6~7 January 1942, when the l94th Tank Battalion
withdrew across the river at CULIS, covered by the 192d Tank Battalion.
The 192d Tank Battalion was the last of the American forces to cross the

bridge into BATAAN before it was blown. There was no immediate enemy

pressure. or followwup on' the night of 6é~7 January. The provisions of a
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long~existing plan had been accomplished'approximately a month after the
beginning of hustilities. The unit was.now on BATAAN.

9 Jahuaryll9h2——26 January 1942

Upon the arrival on BATAAN, the tank battalions were in a posi-
tion of readiness between CULIS and HERMOSA with entry by way of
@BMOSA-. On the morning of 8 January 1942, enemy artillery fire started
idropping-over the area. The enemy had observation on several stretches
of roéds for considerable distances. It was learned from the artillery
commander of the 7lst Philippine Army Division that this unit was oﬁt ;f
gun crews and-further the 31st United States Infantry to the front had
broken. The tank group formed a composite company, under Captain Hanes
(192d Tank Battalion) to move out aﬁd proteét‘the EAST COAST ROAD north
of HERMOSA. The unit's position was very dangeréus, and the above
measure was taken to prevent the enemy fqrces, particularly mechanized,
from over-running the only axial road and driving into BATAAN before. the
main battle position was occupiéd, Meanwhile, the 71st Philippine Army
command post was continually under fire and withdrew. Remaining tanks
(ﬁhe group less compusite company) were ordered under cover of darkness
to move to a position in bivouaé south of the AUBUCAY-—-HACIENDA road.
(See Map No. 2.) At this time, tanks were suffering from lack of
hainténance and the men from exhaustion and pvor food, as they had been
constantly on the move for a month. They were placed on half rations
on 6 -January.

The . southward move of Captain Hanes' covering force was ordered
by anothef'headquérters'because of an intended bridge blowing on the

arterial (and-only) road in the area. It was premature, as- the enemy
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did not advance. The. main body of the tanks continued to receive
artillery fire,. but it was unobserved fire and established brackets
were not CIOSédr

| The tank battalions went into bivouac just south of the PILAR—=
BAGAO road and were abie to get a few days rest and'reorganization,
which were badly neéded; The 17th Ordnance Company came forward and was
able to complete excellent work in bringing all of the remaining tanks
into fighting trim. Crews wer fed from their own kitchens and, for a
change, had improved conditions. Units were reorganized, and companies
of both battalions were reduced to ten tanks, with three tanks to a
platoon.

On 12 January, Companies C and D of the 194th Tank Battalion,
under Captain Moffett, were sent to .the CADRE ROAD to a position of,
alert. Artilleny fire and bo;bing continued, and two ammunition dumps
were blown up. It was discovered that the areé to the front had been
mined so promiscuocusly by our troops as to deny forward exit. The unit
was returned to the battalioq on the 13th.

The Japanese had cut the WEST COAST HIGHWAY, so on the 16th of
January Company C of the 194th Tank Battalion was sent to BAGAC on the
request of General Wainwright's headquarters for the purpose of opening
the highway. -Shortly afterward a platoon (three tanks) was employed at
the MORON HIGHWAY and the junction of TRAIL 162. The platoon moved out,
recelved fire from an antitank gun which they knocked out, and, with
the infantry, cleared the balance of the road block. Moving on, mines
were encountgred, and two of the three tanks ﬁere lost temporarily.

The force for which the tanks were endeavoring to open a road of exit
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later escaped by way of the coast, losing all their heavy equipment.
In the II Corps sector the tanks were called upoh several times.
Once they were to "rescue” the 31st Philippine Army Division command

post, but it was a false alarm. Another unlucrative mission was when

. the tanks were called forward to flush some snipers alleged to be in

standing cane. Requests for tanks to go after snipers beyond the MIR
were refused. The tradé of a sniper for a tAnk was not considered
worthwhile. ‘ |

By 24 January the entire 194th Tank Battalion, minus its Head—
quarters Company, was in the HACIEND A ROAD area with a supporting mis-
sion. -Company D had a slight brush, but that was about the extent of
the action and movement. Protective mining by friendiy troops continued
to prevent tank forays, and their presence in the vicinity of friendly
troops was thought to draw aerial attack and enemy fire.- Meanﬁhile,
the 192d Tank Battalion, on USAFEE ord?rs, had been charged with the
security of the east coast, south from MAGALANG at the eastern part
of the main battle ppéition; This unit placed tanks in alert positions
and patroiled with half-tracks.

The troops were to withdraw from the ABUCAY--HACIENDA battle

'position and the 194th Tank Battalion was charged with covering the

withdrawal on the axis of the BACK ROAD. The 192d Tank Battalion was
on the axis of the EAST COAST ROAD, which was also their zone of .
responsibility. The 192d and 194th Tank Battalions then went into
prepared positions in their zones of responsibility.' The covering .
position to be occupied by the tanks at daylight on 25 January was -
generally the‘line.BALANGA——GADRE ROAD—-BANI BANI KOAD. Tge withdrawal
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later escaped by way of the coast, losing all their h;a&y equipment..

In fhe_II.Corps sector the tanks were called upon éeveral times.
Once they were to Wrescue” the 31st Philippine Army Division command
post, but it was é félse alarm. Another unlucrative mission was when
. the tanks were called forward to flush some snipers alleged to be in
standing cane. Requests for tanks to go after snipers beyond the MIR
were refused. The trade of a sniper for a ténk was not considered
worthwhile. |

By 24 January the entire 194th Tank Battalion, minus its ﬁead—
quarters Company, was in the HACIZNDA ROAD area with a supporting mis-
sion, Company D had a slight brush, but that was about the extent of
the action and movement. Protective mining by friendiy troops continued
to prevent tank forays, and their presence in the vicinity of friendly
troéps was thought to draw aerial attack and enemy fire. ‘ MEanWhile,
the 192d Tank Battalion, on USAFFE ord§rs, had been charged with the
security of the east coast, south from MAGALANG at the eastern part
of the main battle pcéition} This unit placed tanks in alert positions
and patroiled with half-tracks.

The troops were to withdraw from thé ABUCAY--HACIENDA battle
'position and the 194th Tank Battalion was charged with covering the
withdrawal on the axis of the BACK ROAD, The 192d Tank Battalion was
on the axis of the EAST COAST ROAD, which was also their zone of .
responsibility. The 192d and 194th Tank Battalions then went into
prepared positions in their zones of responsibility.‘ The covering .
position to be occupied by the tanks at daylight on 25 January was -

generally the line BALANGA--CADRE ROAD—BANI BANI FOAD. . The withdrawal
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w;s to start at midnight. Tank offlceru supp¢emvnted lelSlJn offlcers
at critical check points to deterﬂiﬂe whEn the 1nfah£ry withdrawal was
noomY ote gad heloed guide troopé 3f other eiements towaré thelr new
positions. It was not until daylight that the tanks were able to start
their own withdrawai. The eﬁgmy did not follow closeiy, nor bomb, until
slmost mid-day: The tanks stayed on their mission until the night of

26-27 January;_taking positions along the roadside. The new position

© was, roughly, the PIIAR——BAGAC,ROAD. The Japanese seemed to make little

‘effort to follow, and it was on the morning of 26 January, about 1000,

when the 192d Tank Battalionystarted to receive artillery fire. Around
1100 bombing and artillery fire started in earnest. Also, at about
0945, a civilian came along the road in the sector of the 194th Tank
Battalion, which was about a kilometer north of the PILAR BAGAC ROAD,
and stated that the enemy whs approaching in several columns. The 194th
Taﬁk Battalion had with it, at this time, four self-propelled mounts

of Major“Ganahlsi 75—mm selfepfbpelled battalion. The enemy appeared
and all weapons were brought to bear. The fight lasted about 45 minutes,
and out of an estimated 1200 Japanese, at least 500 were casualties.
What would have been the result if this force had hit the new battle
lines, which were just being organized, is evident. Air retaliation
came promptly, as the tanks were then south of the PILAR BAGAC RCMD.' i
Several tanks were hit, but not put out of action. From thié action the
tanks were able to go into bivouac for a short period.

27 January~—8 April 1942

The Provisional Tank Gruup assumed the beach defenses on the

east coast of BATAAN on 28 January. The 192d Tank Battalion was
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respon51b1e for the ¢oast from PANDAN POINT to LIMAY and the l9ath
Tank Battallon from LIMAY (eﬁélusxVe) b CAEdABENa The mission was to
set.qp pOSiulODS W1th tanks, after dark. Half-tracks were to move from
pdsition td position, and t§ maintain radio contact with in~shcre and
off-shore patrols, and liaison with beach patrols.

On 31 January General Wainwright asked for a "few tanks" to

‘patrol the roads in his sector against infiltration. Upon the recom~

mendation of the tank group commander, half-tracks and 1/L~ton truéks
were to be used on this mission as they were better suited for the job.
On 1 February the 192d Tank Battalion?-less Company B, was
ordered to the west coast of BATAAN.  The 19Ath Tank Battalion assumed
the east cuvast defense in its entirety; Company B of the 192d Tank Bat-
talion was in reserve, and was responsible for the beach defense of
the south coast, aléng with the i?th Armored Ordnance Company. There
were.repeated alarms off-shore, but the knowlédge that the tanks were
on beach defense deterred the Japanese from making any landings, accord-
ing to iater enemy admission. The armored troops, on their own initia—
tive, on 1 February took over the defense of the airfields at CABCABEN,
MARIVELES, and BATAAN, against possible landings of Japanese airborne
troops, which were ¥nown to be on FORMOSA, Upon arriving at the west
coast on 1 February, the 192d TankABattalion was employed immediately

between the WEST COAST KOAD and the CHINA SEA. Fighting in this area

was particularly fierce and this battalion suffered serious losses of

men and materials.. This was the new type of action known as '"pocket
battles," in heavy jungle. While the 192d Tank Battalion (less a com-

pany) was operating on the west coast, its companies were rotated with
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thé reserve compahy on the south coast to énable them +0 rest and over-
haul: The 1924 Tank Battauon was widely scatterem

By March the dally ratlun was but 950 CalorleSa BQ&h battallons
had many men sick with dengue fever, worms, and malarla; As the in«
effectiveness of the Filipinos increased and the .threat of enemy attacks‘
increased, the armored truops had to take 6ver more and more of the
beach defenses. Administration, supply, and reconnaissance of tanks
were at a minimum because the daily gas ration per battalion had been
cut to 15 gallons, and fgnally to ten gallons, due to ihé critical
shortage of gasoline. Ammunition was the only type of su.ply of which.
there was an abundance.

On 3 April the Japanese started their final all-out offensi§e.
Bombing on the front lines was very heévy; enemy pressure eased on the
east front, and an obviuvus drive to break through via the PANGLINGAN
corridor developed. The.pressure was heavy and all tank units were
being forced slowly back The east coast luoked like a fieéta.with the
tracer and flare activities--probably from fifth columnists or infil-
trated enemy. The tanks were being bombed on the trails and in positions
and weré being severely punished without an opportunity to fight back.

On 7 April the 45th and 57th Infantry Phiiipbine Scouts, sup~
ported by tanks, gttempted to restore the 4lst Division's broken front
and stop a break-through betweén corps, but steady infiltration in the
jungle voided this action. A counterattack was made on the 8th to the
éast"in an effort to extricate the ﬁnits along TRAIL 8, This was
stopped by heavy enemy fire. . Enemy antitank fire knocked out the lead

tank, after which the infantry withdrew under cover of the tank fire,



HIN.

By ie afterndofi bf 8 April déibuhications to all front line
units had been distupted and tH@w@@ﬁth Tank Bétﬁaiion‘was engaged in
furious fighting on:the.EAST COAST ROAD in the viclnity of CABCABEN.
At 1830, with the inevitable collapse indicated by Bataan Force Heads.
oguarters, the tank group commander sent the following secret message
to all major tank unit commanders:
«e +eosYou will make plans, to be communicated to company'com—
manders only, and be prepared to destroy within one hour after
receipt by radio, or other means, of the word CRASH, all tanks
and conmbat vehicles, arms, ammunition, gas, and radios, reserving
sufficiént trucks to close to rear echelons as soon as possible
thereafter. '
At 2230 General King, the Commanding General on BATAAN, made the deci-
sion to send a flag across the lines at daylight. Destruction of the
main ordnance dumps began‘at 2340 and the troops were informed to de~ -
stfoy their arms and cease resistance at 0700, 9 April 1942. - The
signal CRASH was sent out by radio, courier, and telephone at 0535.
All tanks, vehicles, arms, ammunition, and equipment were desfroyed
as per instructions, and maps and papers useful to the enemy were

burned or‘buried. The end had come, so all personnel prepared for the

uncertain future with stomachs and canteens full for the last time.

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 4
lThe reference.méterial for this chapter was obtained from the

personal notes and After-Action Report written by Brigadier General
James R. N. Weaver, Commanding General of the Provisional Tank Group.
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CHAPTEK 5

SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS

Actlun of Gompany B, .192d Tank Battallon, between AGOO and DAMORTIS.l

On 22 December 1941, General Walnwrlght's headquarters had in
support the 192d Tank Battalion (minus-one company). The company was
in the afea of ROSARIO, out of gas,»whén réqUest was received to send
it to meet a mechanized element in the vicinity of DAMORIiS. The situa-
tion was explained and the unit pooled all their gasoline, béing able to
£ill the tanks of but.one platoon. Lieutenant Morin was the platoon
commandgr, and his orders were to proceed beyond DAMORTIS but not be-~
yond AGOO. The platoon moved out and reached DAMORTIS without encounter-—
ing any of the Japanéée forces, Pushiﬁg on toward AGUO, they ran into
a counterthrust of hostile light tanks and a fire fight developed. The
enemy tank% were of a low silhouette, no turret, with sides sloped so
that an impact close enough to normal to secure a penetration was
difficult to obtain. These tanks, with a 47-um gun either on the tank
or of f as an antitank weapon, were effective égainst our tanks with

their perpendicular surfaces and high profiles . The platoon commander's

. tank left the road to maneuwver out of the trap, received a hit, and

burned., It is worth noting that this platoon achieved several firsts,
all at the same time. It had the first tank lost in World War II;

the crew éaptured were the first Armored Force prisoners of World War
II. Thé platoon sergeant's tank received a diréct hit at the bow gun,

which killed the assistant dri&er, He was the first Armored soldier

- killed in a ‘tank versus tank fight in World War II, The balance of the

platoon, four in number, all were badly hit, but were brought back to
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ROSARIO by their crews. During the salvage operations they were lost
to bombings and mishaps. The enemy tanks received hits, but the only
known result -was shbts which were seen to ricochet off their sloping
surfaces.. |

Action of the 194th Tank BattaliQn at the AGNO RIVER.I&A

During the wiihdrawal of the American-Filipino Forces from the
AGNO RIVER line on the night of 26 December 1941, the following aétion
occurred: | | | |

Due to nonreceipt of orders and lack of contact, the 194th Tank
Battalion's right flank was exposed when the infantry units and the 192d
Tank Battalion withdrew to a switch position at 1930. The Japanese
ocCupiedfCARMEN,’which was astride the route of withdrawal for the
battalion. Company A, 194th Tank Battalioﬁ, overran a Japanese road
block and went through a running firé from the Japanese guns and heavy
mortaré while proﬁeeding ﬁhrough CARMEN. The withdrawal was completed
with a tragic loss of equipment and'perSOnnel, consisting of one company
commander,.one;platoon leader, eight enlisted men killed or missing,
and 17 tanks of the 194th Tank Battalion. |

A roadblock was established on HIGHWAY 3, south of CARMEN, con-

,sisting of several tanks and a 75-mm self-propelled gun, which was

picked up during the withdrawal, or which had been sent up from the
rear by the tank group commander. ‘

By 0250, 27 December'19hl,.all stragglers had been cleared
through the roadblock., Suddenly, motorized movement could be heard
from.thé north, which was determined to be a Japanese armored column

of undetermined size.. The lead vehicle came down the road with dimmed
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lights. - Guns of the roadblock had been laid. so as to cover the entire
road and-ditches from several angles. - When the lead Japanese vehicle

was about 150 feet from the roadblock, the Americans opened fire. The

tank guns and machine guns, and the 75-mm weapons swept the road, firing

at such a short range that only one shot was fired in return. After
about 15 minutes of steady firing, the roadblock withdrew to the south
about one kilometer, on é'predeterminedmsignal, as it was considered to
be too dangerous to stay in position long without infantry protection.
Up until this time the Japanese main effort had been south on
HIGHVAY 3. Whether the roadblock determined the future Japanese action
or not cannot be determined, but the fact remains that their main effbft
was directed in the CABANATUAN area. After the fighting at the road-
block, the Japanese organized CARMEN for defense, as they believed a
counterattack was on the»way, or that one was imminent. A

Action of the 194th Tank Battalion on the road to BATAAN.h

During the afternvon of 5 January 1942,the 194th Tank Battalion,
with Company A, 1924 Tank Battalion, attached, received orders to with-
draw from the GUAGUA--PORAC line'which they were occupying and withdraw
south through LUGAO to the vicinity of REMEDIOS, where they were to
establish a defensive position in conjunction with the Philippine In-
fantry. | )

Upon arriving at the FEMEDIOS position, no infantry was on hand, .
nor did any arrive, so the position was organized wiﬁh‘the 194th Tank
Battalion and Company A, 192d Tank Battaiion. ' Positions were selected
astride the highway along an old creek bed. Bren gun carriers; which

had been assigned earlier in the campaign from a shipment destined for
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SINGAPORE, and upon which caliber .30 machine guhs had been moufited

half-tracks, tanks, and carriers were disposed in line. Outposts'
(consisting ofvhalf~trécks and their crews) were placed on each flank
and one on the highway to the immediate front., The moon came up early
in the evening, giving excellent visibility, and the pdsition afforded
excellent fields of fire, About 0150, 6 January 1942, the outpost on
the highway éhallenged a group of people coming down the road. The -
reply was made by Filipincs, but the outpost, suspecting a familiar
Japanese ruse of using’FilipinOS,,fired and immediately_the Japanese
could be heard chanting and howling, and then the Japanese attacked

immediately. They attacked across the open field in the bright moon-

.light and started the use of what was at first believed to be gas, but

turned out to be smoke, which blew back into their.lines. On ﬁhe left
the Japanese attacked in open order, but on the right (east of the high-
way) they attacked in columns, All of the tank guns and weapons wére

in operation, and the casualﬁies to the attackers were very heavy. A
fire started by tracer ammunition in front of our tanks threatened ihe
tanks, but it was extinguished by the gallantry of Lieutenant Petree,
who was mortally wounded when hit by a fragment from a mortar shell.

(He died about a week later.) 'The Silver Star was awarded to Lieutenant
Petree posthumously.

The Japanese could not make any headway across the open field,
but due to the lack of infantry the tank flanks were extremely vulner-
able. The Japanese did not discover’this;  therefore the Americans
had little trouble on their flanks, which were exposed and very

vulnerable, The Japanese withdrew about 0300, leaving masses of their
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casualties behind. It was impossible to estimate the exact numbér of
Japanese dead and wounded, but they must have been tremendous.

Nothing was heard of the Japanese for two days after this acﬂiun,
which emphasizes its importance as the Americans and Eilipihos'were
moving aéainst time to get their defenses cfganized, and this extfa '
time, which this action afforded; proved most valuable. Had the
Japanese been abie to attack the hastil& and parfially organized,Amefi-
can-Filipino positions early in\the morning of 6 January 1942, the

results might have been disastrous.

a1



- Headquarters Perisional Tank Group, USAFFE

ORDER._OF BATTLE™ 2

1 January 1942

’

Commanding Officer: Brigadief General Jémes R, N. Weaver.
17th Armored Ordnance Company
Commanding Of ficer: Captain Richard C. Kadel.
192d Tank Battalion (Light)
Comménding Officer: Lieutgnant Colonél Tﬁeodo?e F. Wickord.
Headquarters Company Commanding Officer: Captain Fred Bruni

Company A Commanding Offlcer. Captain Walter Wright; 1lst
.Lieutenant Kenneth Bloomfield (25 December).

Company B Commanding Officer: Captain Donald Hanes.

Company C Commanding Officer: Captain John Sorenson, lst
Lieutenant Collins (22 December),

194th Tank Battalion {Light)
Cdmmanding Officer: Lieutenant Colonel Ernest B, Miller.
"Headquarters Company Commanding Officer: Captain John Riley,

Company A Commanding Offlcer' lst Lieutenant E. L. Burke,
Captain Root (26 December).

Company € Commanding Qfficer: Captain F. C. Moffitt.

Company D, 192d Tank Battalion (Attached) Commandlng
Offlcer Captain Altman.
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DECORATIONSLER

8 December 1941--8 Apﬁii 1942

-

This unit, during its actioh, received for its members the
following decorations:
Knoﬁn to have been awarded:
3 Distinguished Service Crosses
1 Distinguished Service Medal
L Legions of Merit |
12 Silver Stars, with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters
18 Bronze Stars |
3 Presidential Unit Citafions
Recommended, but awards not known or not approved:
A Disiinguished Sgrvice Croéses |
1 Distinguished Service Medal
3 Legions of Merit
9 Silver Stars

5 Bronze Stars

The following are examples of awards given to members of the

Provisional Tank Group?
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: HEADQUARTERS
Unlted States Forces in the Philippines
Fort Mills, P. I.

GENERAL ORDERS) , .
No. ) o | 12 ppril 1942

3 3 , 3*

: I -~ Award of Distinguished Service Cross. By direction of the
President,under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved July
9, 1918, (Bul., No. 43, WD, 1918), the Distinguished Service Cross is
awarded by the Commandlng General, United States Forces in the
Philippines, for extraordinary heroism in action, to the following
named officer of the United States Forces in the Philippines:

, JAMES R. N, WEAVER, (0-3100), Brigadier Geneéral, U. S, Army, Com-
manding Provisional Tank Group, United States Forces in the Philippines,
For extraordinary heroism in action in the vicinity of Quinauan Point,
Bataan, Philippine Islands, on February 2, 1942. During repeated at-
tacks by his tank unit of strongly held enemy positions, Brigadier
General Weaver maintained advanced observation and command posts well
forward of our infantry front lines, and fully exposed to heavy enemy
mortar and machine gun fire, in order to more effectively observe and
direct his tank operation, During the action this valiant officer was
at times within thirty yards of the hostile infantry lines;, and on one
occasion was required to fire his pistol at an enemy soldier armed
with an automatic rifle within twenty yards of his position. Brigadier
General Weaver's strong and intelligent leadership, as well as his
vivid example of courage and devotion to duty whlch inspired the
personnel of his command to intense effort, were significant factors

in determining the outstanding success of the entire operation.

* %*, *
By command of Lieutenant General WAINWRIGHT

. LEWIS C. BEEBE,
Brigadier General, GSC,
Chief of Staff,
OFFICIAL: '

s/ Carl H. Seals
CARL H, SEALS,
Brigadier General, USA,
Adjutant General.
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WAR DEPAKTWENT
Washington 25, D. C., 18 November 1946.

GENERAL ORDERS)
No. 139)

E-X-T~R~A-C-T

. ITI - SILVER STAR. By direction of the President, under the pro-
visions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 1918),
a Silver Star for gallantry in action during the periods indicated was
awarded posthumously by General J. M. Wainwright, United States Army,
to the following-named enlisted men:

Staff Sergeant Henry M. Luther (Army Serial No. 2061,5207) Infantry,
Army of the United States, a member of the 192d Tank Battalion, dis-
tinguished himself at Bataan, Philippine Islands, on or about 5 January
1942. During an attack in which Company A, 192d Tank Battalion, was
assigned a supporting mission, one of the tanks hit an enemy mine and
was put out of action. Sergeant Luther, seeing the disabled tank ex~
posed to enemy antitank and artillery fire, left his place of cmparative
safety and proceeded on foot to the aid of the stranded crew, Under
his supervision, the tank, with most of its crew seriously wounded, was
brought back behind friendly lines. Sergeint Luther's action served as
an inspiration to the officers and men of his battalion.

* %* ‘ Fo * % *

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL: :
s/ Edward F, Witsell
EDWARD F., WITSELL
Major General
The Adjutant General

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY::
/s/ A.. D. DONAL

Major, AGD
Adjutant
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HEADQUARTERS PROVISICNAL T4NK GROUP USAFFE

GENERAL ORDERS)
No, - - 10) C 'Fébruany 2, 1942,

E-X-T-R-A-C-T

- 8. Second Lieutenant Edward G. Winger, 0-405247, Company B,
192nd Tank Battalion (L), GHQ, is awarded the Silver Star, post-
humously, for gallantry in action in accordance with the following
citation: ‘

"In the area north of Trails number 7 and 5, West Coast
Sector, Bataan, P.I., during the period 4-6 February, 1942,
Lieutenant Winger gallantly led his tanks against enemy
flame-throwers over terrain not favorable to tank operation,
and successfully knocked out. several enemy machine guyn em~
placements, thus making the advance of friendly infantry
possible. It was on this type of terrain that Lieutenant
Winger's tank was stalled, and while evacuating his tank,
he was wounded. Lieutenant Winger later died from these
wounds in.a field hospital, Resident at entry into service:
Maywood, Illinois,"

s/ Jas R, N. Weaver
JAS. R. N, WEAVER
Brigadier General
. ' Commanding

>
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| | . AR DEPARTMENT
GENERAL ORDERS) ' ‘Washington 25, D. C., 8 November 1945

No. 101 )
' E~X-T-R=A~C~T

VI--BATTLE HONORS.--As authorized by Executive Order 93% (sec I,
WD Bul. 22, 1943), superseding Executive Order 9075 (sec III, ¥D Bul.
11, 1942), the following aré added to the list of battles and campaigns
of the United States Army as published in "D General Orders 14, 1942:

1. The Provisional Tank Group, United States Army Forcés in the
Far Fast, composed of the following units:

Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment; 192nd General
" Headquarters Tank Battalion (Light); 194th General
Headquarters Tank Battalion (Light) (less detachments);
17th Ordnance Company (Armored). ,
is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action during the de-
fense of the Philippines. Organized late in November 1941, it took
battle positions on 1 December in the vicinity of Clark Field and Fort
Stotsenburg, from which it fought a notable action in the defense of
these critical points in the initial hostile attack. In the course of
the withdrawal into Bataan, its units were constantly in the field,
covering th: supporting divisions of the North Luzon Force, and two
_of the South Luzon Force, its elements operating initially 150 miles
apart. This unit contributed most vitally in all stages and under
extraordinary handicaps to the protraction.of the operations and the
succesful withdrawal. Its units were the last out of both North and
south Luzon and the last into the Bataan Peninsula, on 7 January 1942.

2. The Provisional Tank Group,’United States Army Forces in the
‘Far East, composed of the following units: h . ,

Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment; 19nd General
Headouarters Tank Battalion (Light); 194th General
Headquarters Tank Battalion (Light) (less detachments);
17th Ordnancé Company (Armored)

is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action during the
defense of the Philippines, During the period from 6 January to 8
March 1942, after covering the withdrawal of the Luzon Forces into
the Bataan Peninsula, the group was charged with the support of the
I and II Philippine Corps, the cordon defense of the cogsts of
Bataan, and the defense of the three major landing fields, These
measures prevented a projected landing of airborne and paratroop
enemy, as well as several abortive thrusts across Manila Bay, any of
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GO 101; War Department, Washington, D. C., 8-November 1945 (cont'd)’

which would have meant early disaster in Bataan. ‘Under constant air
attack, these units, despite. heavy losses in men and materlal main~
tained a magnificent defense. and through their ability, courage, and
devotion to duty contributed in large measure to the prolonged de—
fense. of the Bataan Peninsula.

BY ORDER COF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:
s/ Edward F, Witsell
EDWARD F. WITSELL
Ma jor General
Acting The Adjutant General .
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1&2

{
CASUALTIES
. OffiCur§ Enlistgg
Killed in Action ‘ % KA

Missing in Action o 1.5% 2%

Killed in Action (after surrender—-—

drowning, bombing, execution, etc.) 33% 12.7%
Dead (nonbattle) _ . 25% _L3%
65.5% 49.5%

Out of the 85 officers and 1067 enlisted men of the Provisional
Tank Group, United States Army Fores in the Far East who actually
reached the Philippines, there fullows a numerical list of casualties:.

| Officers  Enlisted
Killed in Action (Prior to 9 April 1942) 6 11
Killed in Action (In POW status) 28 136
Died as a result of disease and
starvation 22 : 432

Wounded in action reports are not available, as records were
destroyed and lost at the close of the campaign, April 1942..
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FIRSTS OF THE PROVISIONAL TANK GROUPL®?

1. First Plane Downed by Armored Force Soldiers. During the

initial attack by'the Jépanese upon CLARK FIELD, Techhical Sergeant
Zemon Bardowski, Company B, 192d Taﬁk'Battalion, shot douwn one of the
enemy attackerﬁlés the planes swept in to strafe and bomb. This was

the first enemy plane to the credit of the Armored Force in Worla Viar I1.

2. First Armored Force Soldier Killed: Duriﬁg the initial at-

tak at CLARK FIELD, Private Brooks of Company D, 192d Tank Battalion
(attached to‘l9Lth Tank Battalion), was struck and killed. He was the
first Armored Force soldier to fall in World War II.

3. First Prisoners Captured: During the period 10-13 December

- members of the Tank Group brought into FURT STOTSENBUKG three Japanese
aviators (apparently naval) that had been rescued from the NEGRUTUS.

‘These aviators were the first of the enemy to be taken in World War II.

L. Firs§ Tank Lost in'Wled War 11: During ﬁhe action in the
area’of DAMORTIS; 22 December 1941, Lieutenant Morin, who was leading‘a
platoon, ran into a tank force of Japanese, His tank was hit and burﬁed
as he was attempting to maneuver out of the trap. Here wa§.1ost the -

first tank in World War II.

5. First.Armbrgd Force Spldiers Qaptqugz In the above action
Liéutenant Morin and his crew_of'three managed to escape from the burn-
ing.tank, but were taken by the enemy, "These were the first Armored
Force soldiers to be taken by the énemy, Their survival was not known

until May 1942.

6. First Armored Force Soldier Killed in Tank Action: In the
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same action in whlch Lleutenant Morin 1ost his tank the platoon sergeant
of the unit had his tank hit. The shot was a d;rect hit at the ball and
socket joint of the bow gun. The shot enﬁered'the'tank and decapitated
the assistant driver, Private Henry Deckert, Company B, 192¢ Tank Bat-
talion.. He was the first Armored Force soldier to be killed in a tank
versus tank battle in wald‘waf II,
77 The fxrst armored officer to fall in action was Captaln

Walter Wright, Company A, 192d Tank: Battallon, at CABANATUAN, 24 Decem-

ber 1941. -

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 5

lAfter Action Report, Provisional Tank Group, 1941-19.42,

2personal Notes and Orders of Brigadier General James R. N, Weaver,
Commanding General, Provisional Tank Group, USAFFE. S

3Military Monograph--First United States Tank Action in World War 11,
by Lt Col Thomas Dooley, The Armored School, 1 May 1948.

h"Bataan Uncensored," a book by Culonel E. B, Miller, Commanding
Officer of the 194th Tank Battalion.
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PART 11T ,
19441 91+5 JAMPAIGN
CHAPTER 6

HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 754TH MEDIUM 14NK BATLALIONI

Behind the battle efficiensy of any combat wnit there exis:s
an essential complex organization. - This organizatvioincl structure cf
men. anc mutexlal is purrposely planned to operate at moximim efiiciency,
This is necessary if the unit is to successfully sccomplish ths primuary
role For whish it is izuended

The iritial organization is sometimes a perpetual maze of
designatiors and reorganizationc. Such w23 ihe case of the 75;th‘
Medium Tank Battalion. The throes of thic unitis organization are
presented here in cqndeLyed form,

On 1 June 1943 . at PINE CaMP, MW YORK, the 75L%5h bedita Tanx
Batt allun was activatad. Its nuclevs was a cadre from the lst Armored
Divisian of DORT KNOX, KINTUCKY, with filler personnel froa The Armored
Force Training Center, FORT'KNOX, KENTWOFY. Tie battclicn was assizates
under T/0 17-45. dated 15 November L9AO with a ztrength of 33 cifizserv
and 600 enlisted men. Lieutenant Colonel Rohert J. Weilace was placed
n command.

On 29 December 1941, under T/0 17-55, dated 15 Nevember 1940,
the battalion was *ede31 znated the 754th Lizht Tank Battalior and placed
in GHQ Recerve,

The betteiion depurted from PINE CALP, NEW YORK, for FORT DIX,
NEW uERSEY,Varriving the foliowing day :o awsit overscas shipuent

Leaving FORT DIX twe deys later. the battelich ervived =% *he Broukllr

N
[AV]



Army Base, loaded on the US Army Transport, JOHN ERICCSON, and put out
to sea on 20 January 1942 as part of Task Force 6814, Arriving at-
COLON, P.NAMA CANAL ZONE, on 31 January 1942, the ship passed through
- the PANAMA CsNAL and left BALBOA 1 February 1942.
After an uneventful trip, MELBCUR&E, AUSTRALIA, was reache& i
27 February 1942. The battalion was billeted in privaté homes at
BALLARAT, AUSTRALIA, and set sail from MEEBOURNE on & March, Arriving
at NOUMEA, NEW CALDONIA, on 12 March 1942, the battalion became part
of the Americal Division. | | |
On'18 November 19A2; the status of the battalion was redesignateq
part of the Fiprst Island Command, ’
Compahy C left NEW CALEDONIA for GUADALCANAL on 4 May 1943,
arriving on 9 May, but departed 20 June to rejoin the battalion at NEW
CALEDONIA. On 6 August 1943, Companies A and C, plus detachmentshfrom
Headcuarters and Service Companies, and the Medical Detachment, left
for GUADALCANAL from NEW CALEDONIA, arriving on 14 August, aﬁd were
assighed to the XIV Corpé.
There were no chénges in the organization;(the battalion still
being designated as a light tank battalion,. However, under T/O&E 17-25,
dated, 15 September l9h3, per General Order Number 368, Headquarters,
USAFISPA, dated'7 Névember 1943, the battalion was reorganized as the
754th Medium Tank Battalion.
During the period 6 January to 1 Api"il, the campaign of the
NORTHERN SOLOMONS had Been taking place. The battalion was uysed by the
XIV Corps as reserve troops, and given the mission of defending the |

perimeter at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY on BOUGAINVILLE, SOLONMCON ISLaNDS.
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On 1 November the battélion, under ‘command- of Major Leroy C.
Arndt, was instructed by XIV Corps to conduct mock landigg exercisés
- preparatory to embarking for an unannounced destinatiqn, Which later
turned out to be the landings for the M-I operation at.LINGAYEN GULF,
For characteristics of this oﬁeration, see Chapter 7, "Operations_of

the 754th Medium Tank Battalion."

"

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 6

 History and Organization of the 754th Tank Battalion.
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS
754th Tank Battalion
As of .9 January 1945

Name ' Rank Serial No .

Headquarters and Headguarters Comnany

Arndt, Leroy C. Lt Col : 0-321277
Brothers, Benjamin M. : iajor : 0-450578
Amorell, Gino F, ' Captain 0-416187
Hargrove, Elmo M, Captain : 0-388188
Labash, Andrew A, Captain ; 0-425290
Campbell, Frank M, . 1st Lt 0-1013100
Ellis, George V., lst Lt 0-1287848
Roland, Francis P, lst Lt 0-1013554
Walter, Samuel C. 1lst Lt 0-1296948
Baynar, Anthony F, Jr 1lst Lt 0-1017366
Jedlicka, Otto J. . 1st Lt - 0-1293259

Service _Com,nan,v

Ellis, Quertin C, Cantain ' 0-400371
B Company A |
Rogers, Coy D. | Captain 0-1698151

Company B

Sheehy, William E. 1st Lt 0-20427 35
Comoahy C

McNee, “illiam E. -  1st Lt » 0-20L273L
Company D

Sellesi, John S. . Captain - 0-410583

Medical Detachment

Brady, Charles S. Captain 0-367930
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CHAPTER 7

OPERATIONS OF THE 754TH MEDIUM TANK BATTALION

Prior to the cessation of hostilities in the LUZON campaign,
there were approximately 20 tank and tank destroyer battalions on the
island.l Obviously it woula be impossible to follow the actions of
each of these units in this report and as the tactics and employment
of all Were generally similar, this report deals only with the T54th
Medium Tank Battalion. It is believed that the actions, tactics, and
methods of employment of this battalion ﬁere generally typical of the
employment of armor on LUZCN.

An opportunity for armor to function in its traditional role, .
especially in the principle of mass, was predicied to materialize by
the retﬁrn of the American Army to the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS in the fall

of 1944. The Island of LEYTE, however, was not expected to offer

 advantageous terrain, As the planning stage for the invasion of the

Iéland of LUZON materialized, it was believed that the broad LUZON
PLAIN, which extends from LINGAiEN GULF (area 6f ihitial landings) to
MANILA, would be ideal for tank Operatidns.2

The bulk of armor in the PACIFIC consisted of separate tank
and tank destroyer battalions. Prior to the LUZON operation, these
battalions were attached to first one, then another, infantry division,
It was found that this type of employment was not especiélly c;ndusive
to properly formulating the tank-infantry team, It was only after

rigorous and comprehensive training to instill familiarization of the

elements of-the tank+=infantry team with each others capabilities and

56



limitations that, for the most part, a splendid spirit of cooperation
evolved during the LUZON operation,

Units‘of thesé tank battalions were widely separated on occa~
sions during the LUZON campaign, which produced é series of difficulties.
A tank companyAis not organize& to function properly logistically or
tactically for iong periods when separated from its parent organization.
In most cases where one company was attached to a divisivn, that com=-
pany found itself split up with platoons or sections operating in sup-
port'of-regiments,

Before delving into the actual landings, let us touch briefly
on the planning and training stage, which ultimateiy delivered the XIV
Corps to its objective on the LINGAYEN GULF area:. This illustrates the
vast planning necessary in forming a confident, well~tfained team of
comvbined arms.

On 1 ﬁovember 1940, the 754th Medium Tank Battalion was instruc-

\
ted by XIV Corps to be prepared to conduct mock loading and landing

exercises preparatory to embarking for an unannounced destination. The

interval prior to this date was utilized .in the preparation of personnel
and equiﬁment for the expécted operation,

On 30 November 1944, the 754th Medium Tank Battalion (minus
Company B) was attached to the 37th Infantry Division for overwater
movement, Company‘A was attached for both overwater movement and 6peraf
tiénal éontrol. After plan for the movément were completed and logis-
tical data was prepared, elements of the tank battalion (minus Company
B) conducted mock landingSIWith the 37th Infantry Division on the |

beaches of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. At the conclusion of these exercises,
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- the unit was tactically loaded on its assigned landing ships. Company
B, 754th Medium Tank Battalion, was tactically loaded on/four LSMs, and
on 15 December 194/, proceeded to NEW GUINEA for practice landings with
the AOth Infantry Division.

. The mission of the béttalion (minus Companies A and B) for the
initial_phase,of the LUZON operation was to'femain afloat in the objecp
tive area, in XIV Cofps reserve, in preparation for landing on the
appropriaﬁe beach to reinforce either the 37th or L0th Infantry Division.
The missions of Companies A and B were to support their respective |
infantry divisions during the initial landings;

The assault landings on LUZCN took place on 9 January 1945, in
LINGAYEN GULF, with Sixth Army commanding the operations,‘ TWO CoOrps,

I Corps and XIV Corps, composed of two divisions each, plus supporting

corps tfoops, landed abreast. Eéch corps had one medium tank battalion
attached. The 716th Medium Tank Battalion was attached to I Corps and

the 754th Medium Tank Battalion was attached to XIV Corps,

As the invasion armada steamed into LINGAYEN GULF, we find the
75Lth Medium Tank Battalion (minus Companies A and B) still in floating
XIV Corps reserve. Compan§ A landed with elemenﬁs of the 37th Infantry
‘Division and moved overland to CANANOLA without engaging in any tank
oberations. Company B, landing with tﬁe L0Oth Infantry Division, saw
ohly one minor action during the period, when its first platcon was
called upon for direct support in the vicinity of PORT SAUL. The tanks
fired gt close range infd enemy occupied piilboxes and treanches in the
185th Regimentai sector, after which the infantry was able to proceed

and the tank platoon withdrew to its company bj_.vouacs3
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The infantry in both division sectors were generally able to
advance rapidly without enéountering any organized resistance,

Duringithe period 11-17 January 1945, the tanks engaged in no
armored action., The 2d Platoon, Compény E, was called upon to support
elements of the léﬂﬁh Infantry Regiment in its march on AGUILAR, but
were not used, as the infantry moved into the town virtuélly unopposed,

The terrain to this point dictéted that traffic be virtually
roadbound. Passage over the rice paddies was barely possible, and
there was no likelihood that tanks could traverse the numerous fish
ponds. Because of this, reconnaissance parties were senﬁ out, in most-
cases, to detérmine possibilities of employing tanks to advantage from

a terrain standpoint. It was found that when tanks could not traverse

difficult terrain, they could be employed to the best advantage as

mobile artillery, and in many instances were used as such. An additional
difficulty was encountered. The enemy was destroying bridges as he with-
drew, The tanks, perfofce, had to await reconstruction of these bridges.

| At the close of this pe.riod, which brought the units up 0 the
broad LUZON PLAIN, the Japanesé forces had not been encountered in any
appreciable numbers. The 754th Medium Tank Eattalion (minus Companies
A and B) was still in Corps reserve in the vicinity of BINMALEY. Company
A was biyouacked in the 40th Infantry Division zonre at MANGATAREM.A

Thus thé period beginning on 18 January 1945 found the 754th

Medium Tank Battalion located on the very edge of the broad LUZON PLAIN.
It was poised and eager for compat, as this terrain was considered to
be the most favorable fér the employmént of tanks, It was with keen

disappointment for the tankers to cross the entire area without having
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once been calied upon for support to the infantry. The JapaneSe

" elected not to defend the open terrain of the central LUZON PLAINS and
our 1nfahtry forces encountered llttle organized enemy defenses, Thus
the prime opportunity for the tanks to follow the principles of fire
and maneuver had been lost for fhe moment.

The crossing of the Central LUZON PLAINS was characterized by
rapld movements and delays due to the inability to cross the many deep
rivers where bridges had been destroyed by the retreatlng Japanese.
'Infantry forces moved rapidly ahead, taking advantage of the lack of
resistance in the area. Whenever a bridge was completéd and opénéd for
heaQy traffic, it was necessary for the tanks to make iqng road marches
in an effort to maintain contact with the infantry and be -able to give
close support., This was a period of short halts and long marches, of
round-the-clock driving, of handling and rehandling gas, ammunition,
and other supplies. The movement.of the tanks was made possible by the
“untiring efforts of the battalian headquarters company and service com~
pany,‘who furnished the details and transportation to haul the supplies
of the line companies to their new locations. This enabled tank crews
to devote all of their-time to maintenance and preparations for their
immediate tactical emnloyment.

At the close of this operatlon (LuzoN PLAD\I), Company A was
still attached to the 37tn_Infantry Division; Company B to the 40th
Infantry Division, and the remainder of the battalion was kept in XIv
Corps reserve, The entire battalion was now in the area of the central
plains in a pOSitiOn tO $ﬁppor£ the Operétions against enemy strong-

points, installations, and defensive lines in the CLARK FIEID~~FCRT
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STUTSENBURG area. |

During the battle in the CLARK FIEID--FORT STOTSENBURG area
(26 January—7 February 1945), the battalioﬁ had at least one company
of medium tanks attached in support of infantry units at all times.

The action during this-period was characterized by overall general sup—
port. Tanks moved up from their own bivouac area to the requested area
of the infantry unit they were supporting. Their targets, in most cases,
were strong points consisting of pillboxes, bunkers, and caves, along
with sniper, machine gun positions, troop positions, and targets of
opportunity as they appeared. “®pon sucoessful completion of théir
mission the tanks were released énd returned to their Eivouac area,

| Units of the tank battalion were kept iﬁ mobile reserve in
many instanceé during the overall Operatign, due to the limitations of
movement imp0sed by unfavorable terrain and numerous mine fields. For
this reason, reconnaissance parties were continually being dispatched
forward searching for likely positions and good avenues of approach in
preparation for anticipated eperations, |

The mission of security was accomplished quite frequently, both
on the XIV Corps flanks and for such important trouvop and supply installa-
tions as deemed necessary by higher headquarters.

Maintenance of vehicles imposed a never ending problem., Mainte~
nance was performed at every opportunity in the bivouac areas, and in
some cases by tank crews Or maintenance personnel Wérking under fire,
repairing or recovering equipment., |

The‘entire operation in the central LUZON PLAIN proved to be

long and difficult. The battalion was called upon to fight in'terrain'
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most unfévorable, and in areas cerred by land mines and artillery. Long
hours spent in closed tanks produced many cases of battle fatigue and._
heat exhaustion.6 It was during this period that several major defeéts
in tank-infantry combined action became painfully apparent. ‘The
principles learned from long hours of fighting in the jungles of the
SOLOMON ISLANDS and the pre~invasion training between the infantry and
the tanks had to be modified. Establighed theo:ies and practices gave

way to snap decisions. The only tactics became those of common sense

" applications of .the unit cavabilities toward the achievement of the

\

desired results,

The detrimental effect of lack of sufficieﬁt tank~infaﬁtn§
training was most outstanding. Neither érm fully understood the capa-
bilities and limitations of the other, The tankers thought the in-

fantry misused them tactically, and in many instances the infantry felt

.that the tanks were reluctant to be committed to action. Convinecing

the infantry commanders that they should utilize the tank unit com-
manders as special staff officers and advisors, in some cases, was quite
a problem.7 ,

Let us examine in detail the first and only time in the ehtire
LUZON campaign wherein a unit of the 754th Medium Tank Battalion had
occasion.to engage in an armored battle of tank versus tank.

During the phase of operations in the CLARK FIKLD--FORT
STOTSENBURG area, a platoon of Company D, 754th Medium Tank Battalion,
was supporting the 3d Battalion, 129th Regiment, 37th Infantry Division,

in its advance generally west from the village of DAU on HIGHWAY 3,

through the village of SAPANGABATO, and into the hills (mpm) to the west.
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(See figure 2, "Small Unit Action," page 67.)

Company D, 754th Medium Tank Battalion, to maintaih closer sup~
port of elements of the 129th Infantry, had established its command
post in a lumber yard approximately 1000 yards southwest of DAU, where
a reserve tank blatoon was held in readiness. The 129th Regimental
Commander and the Commander of Company D were keéping abreast of ;he
situation by‘accompanyiné the units in their advance, while the Executive
Officer of the 754th Medium Tank Béttalion was observing a section of
the tank platoon wﬁich was in éupport of the operations,

The advance of the combined units was rapid, as the Japanese

forces elected to withdraw into the protection of the hills at "D It

was felt that the presence éf the supporting tanks hastened this deci~
sion.

While passing through the villdge of SAPANGBATO (which was only
lightly defended by the enemy and very quickly overcome) the Executive
Officer of the 754th Medium Tank Béttalion requested permission of the
129th Regimental Commander to shell various houses therein, which pre-
sented likely hiding places for the Japanese defenders, Since the
village was occupied by_ﬁis ﬁnits with apparent ease, permission was
refused,

The force then passed through the village and towé point approxi-
mately 2000 yardé beyond, on the trail leading into the Japanese posi;
tions on the hills at "D." At this point it became necessary to refuel
the tanks and replenish their supply of ammunition. As this could not
be accomplished in such an exposed position under direct observation

by the.enemy for¢es; it was requested that the tanks be allowed to with-
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draw to cover and concealﬁent afforded by the lumber yard at their com-
pany command post, a distance of approximately five miles, Permission
was granted after the co@pany commander agreed to send the reserve tank
platoon forward to replace the unit being withdrawn.

| Under the covering fires of two lQ5~mm self propelled M7's (sze
figure 2) the tank platoon began its withdrawal. At the same time'the

reéserve platoon was on its way to take over the supportihg role, The

- withdrawal was uneventful until the eastern edge of SAPANGBATO was

reached. Without warning, six Japanese medium tanks began pursuing
the platoon from within_the village, meam&hile firing on the M7's and
a platbon of the 637th Tank Destroyer Battalion on its way north to
FOHi STOTSENBURG. The enemy tanks destroyed one vehicle in each of
these two units.

The withdrawing tank platoon of Company D immediately deployed

off the road at point "C" and returned the fire. At exactly the same

moment = that the Japanése tanks opened fire; the reserve platoon had
reached crossroad "B" where it immediately deployed in battle formation.
By maneuvering in area "C" with the already‘deployed tank platoon as
the base of fife, the reserve platoon was successful in destro&ing four
of the enemy tanks. During this action the remaining two enemy tanks'
withdrew to the west, and were later encountered emplaced as strong
points in the defense of hills "D" where they were subsequently destroyed
The 129th Regimental.Coﬁmander and the Commander.of Company D
were pinned down by fire in the vicinity of the M7's, but were aBle,

along with the battalion executive officer who was with the base of fire

unit, to observe the entire action.
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It was determined following the action that the Japanese tanks
had taken refuge in conceagled positions under the houses of the village
(which were built on stilts some distance ébove the ground) and by re-
maining quiet and motionless, were undetected during the tank~infantry
units advance through thé village.

| As the infantry was some distance ahead of the tank action, the
tanks did not enjoy the immediate suppdrt of ground troops, No damage
was suffered by the tanks of Gompany D,8

Thus units of the 754th iiedium Tank Battalion took advantage
of an unexpected situation and by exploiting their characteristics of
fire and maneuver to the fullest, wefe successful in destroying a
force fhat, if left unmoiested, could have presented a difficult and
serious problem,

As the units moved in for the battle of MANILA (7 February--

L March 1945) welfind the 754th Medium Tank Battalion (minus Company
B) in the vicinity as XIV Corps reserve,

Throughout this operation there was at least one company left
behind in the CLARK FIHID--FORT STOTSENBUKG area, -engaged in the
mopping up operation§ which finally drove the enemy back into the hills.
Company B was the first unit thus assighed.

During the operation in support of attacks leading to the
liberation of MANILA, the 754th Medium Tank Battalion was to support,
at various times, the 37th and 4Oth Infantry Divisions, and the 1lst
Cavalry Division,

Thus began a new type of warfére for the tanks as well as for

the infantry. Previously the battalion had‘not'Operafed against enemy
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installaﬁions in cities or specific built-up areas. Tank tactics had

to be revised and made more flexible to meet the chénges in condiﬁions.
Tanks were used primarily as mobile artillery, firing point blank at
strong points within the city and aiding in the rediwtion of road blocks.
An increased hazard from mine fields was encounfered especially in the
narrow streets through whlch the infantry was unable to move with any
rapidity. Vlne sappers found it extremely dlfflcultwto clear lanes
through the mine fields, due to-the great number of strong points coveri

all approaches. The clearing of many streets was, for that reéson, very

‘hasty and as a result the battalion 1ost several tanks on streets which

had supposedly been cleared of mines.9
It was found, by the type of fighting experienced in MANILA,

that the 75-mm gun was tco small~£o have much, if any, effect against

- the heavy fortifications found in that city, Enemy snipers stationed’

in buildings forced the tanks to remain buttoned up, which in turn

hampered their efficiency, Snipers hindered communication with the

‘ground troops, as the infantry could not expose themselves to communi-

cate with the tank crew over the external interphone mounﬁed on the rear
of the tank,lo

On 9 February 1945, the 754th Medium Tank Battalion (minus
Companies A and B) was in the vicinity of GRACE PARK, MANILA, in XIV
Corps reserve. Company B was still on the mOpping up operation in the
CLARK FIEID~-FORT STOTSENBUHG areas. Company A moved to the vicinity
of BILIBID PRISON, MANILA. It was assigned to a special force engaged
in securing the 37th Infantry Division sector of ﬁhe MANILA area which

was on the north bank of the PASIG RIVER. For the next five days the
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company conducted motorized patrols of t-he city streets, cooperating with
guerilla forces in driving out snipersland stray Japanese, firing on the
Japaneée held southern sector of the city; ard disrupting Japanese barge
traffic on the river.

On 14 Febfuary, after the successful crossing of the PASIG RIVER,
the tank battalion was assigned as follows: Battalion (mlnus) remained
in CRACE PARK, MANILA; Company A was still supporting’the 37th Infantry
Division; Company D replaced Company B in the CLARK FIZLD-~FORT STOTSEN-
BURG area, and Company C was attached to the 38th Infantry Division on
BATAAN peninsulaw | |

On 20 February, Company A was attached to the lst Cavalry Divi-

>sion, and Company B was attached to the 37th Infantry Division, Thus

we find each of the fank compapies affached to four different divisions
and, for the most part, on widély separated fronts, with Companies A
and B in the MANILA érea, Company C on the'BATAAN peninsﬁla, and Com~
pany D in the CLARK FIELD--FORT STOTSENBURG area. |
An example of the tremendous hardships in.toth command and
logistics, the manner in which units of the tank battalions were divided
and the diversified missions assigned fhem is vividly exemplified in
the following extract from the after-action report of the 75,th Medium
Tank Battalion, 23 February 19453
"~ +esCompany A, in support of the lst Squadron, 5th Cavalry
Regiment, shelled the last enemy strong points in the university

buildings, The 3d platoon fought in close~fire support of the
cavalry advance in the area from the Army and Navy Club to the

~~ - Manila Hotel,. One tank was dispatched to the rotunda to offer

protection to an outpost in that area, The tank fired into the
INTRAMUROS district with undetermined results,
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The 2d Platoon of Combat B participated in the artillery
barrage of INTRAMUROS from a position in the vicinity of the
City Hall. The tanks fired continuously at the rate of two
rounds per minute per tank., The target designated was the
southwest section of the walled city., The 3d platoon sup-
ported the 129th Infantry Regiment in their attack on the
northeast section of the walled city. The 1lst platoon, in
support of the 3d Rattalion, 145th Infantry Regiment, offered
direct fire support in the assault on the Finance Building
and the Legislative Building, . '

Company C closed BALANGA, BATAAN Prov1nce, and moved to
OLCNGAPO, BATAAN Province, This company had not yet parti-~
cipated in any action on the BATAAN penlnsula due to the lack
of enemy resistance. :

The 1st platoon of Company D, in support of the 3d Bate
talion of the 108th Infantry Regiment, supported the infantry
in an attack on HILL 11, southwest of BAMBAN, In a combined
tank~infantry assault, our forces succeeded in destroying the

enemy positions and securing the objective, The 3d platoon
supported the 2d Battalion of the 185th Infantry Reglment in
that unit's attack upon a series of unnamed hills in the
regimental sector,

The rear echelon, Headquarters ard Service Companies,
landed at LINGAYEN BEACH on this date and rejoined the parent
companies at GRACE PARK, MANILA, after a long road march,

The 754th Tank Battélion (minus) remained in -the viecinity
of GRACE PARK, MANILA,

This report covers only.a period of one day, yet appears to be
typical of most days of combat operations of armor on LUZON,

Armor!s role in the battle of MANILA was characterized by
hazardous mine fields in the narrow streets and along good avenues of
approachj direct fire missions on Japanese-held portions of the city;
and the support of infantry by direct fire against strong points,

fortified positions, and snipers. Mopping up operations were ever

- present, “as were . security missions along the PnSIu RIVER and the flznks

of the XIV Corps. Except for SCattered Japanese antitank guns and motor

gun carrisgges, tanks did not play a major part in the defense of the

71



. | city. Units of the tank battalion found no opportunity to engage in
action against enemy tanks\during the period, -
Aftef the battle of MANILA,‘operatiOns>for the 75Ath Medium Tank
Battalion were shifted to the hills east of MANILA, the SHIMBU LINE,
aﬁd the BALETE PASS area in northern LUZON, The terrain in this area
was mountainous and totally unsuited for tank action,.and for this
reason the tanks took only a very minor part in the fighting.
In many cases, the tanks did not have sufficient motive power
to get into position in this area, and had to be towed by tractors up
the steep mountain roads .and trails. The role of the tanks was 1imited
to firing into enemy caves, pillboxes, strong ppints, and other installa-
tions. For the most part this'type of éction characterized the armored
rolé through the balance of the LUZON campaién.ll
An example éf tanks in support of infantry occurred in the
SHIMBU LINE area, which appears to be typical of the supporting role
'played by armor during the entire LUZON campaign., Let us examiﬁe this
'Snall unit opefation in detail,
The action_took place northwest of MANILA in the vicinity of the
town of SAN MATEO, located in a mountainous region bareiy traversable
by armored vehicles. (See figure 3, "Small Unit Action," page 74,)
| On 15 April 1945, the lst Battalion, 63d Regiment, 6th Infantry
Division, occupied positions on the highest portion of MOUNT MATABA in
the general vicinity of area "A". The Japanese forces held the "y
e ~shaped.loﬁer,ridge,aﬁ_point R extending approximately 150 yérds in
length from one edge of the ridge to the other. These defenées-;on-rd
‘ sisted of numerous machine guns, and interlocking, mutually-supporting
"I.Lg | o ,
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fox holes, connected by deep, cqvered pits which offered protection from
all fire_direcﬁed into that area.” When firing ceased, the fﬁx holes
would again be occupied by tﬁé defenders and devastating fire from
weapons emplaced therein would result.

Although the Japanese positions were under direét fire and
observation from unifs of the lst Battalion, it was impossible to ad-
vance., The aftackers were forced in all cases to pass through the fire
Ipattern laid down at point 'C,n it was nécessary also for the 6th
Division engineers to consiruct a road leading to the rear portion of
the mountain to adequately support the operations of the lst Batta;ior{,

After two days of.hard fighting, plus direct support from fires
of seven field artillery battaiions, one /.2~inch mortaf compény, and -
all available organic weapons in the battalion, the Japanese positions
were still not neutralized, |

Tt was at this point that the 75.th Medium Tank Battalion was
called upon to render support to the lst Battalion, It Qas felt by_thé
commander of the ist Battalion.that because of the nature of the terrain
on MOUNT MATABA and avenues of approach thereto, that two\ﬁedium tanks,'
plus one armor-plated bulldozer from the 6th Division Engineer Bat-
talion, would suffice for the operation.

THe tanks experienced great difficulty in reaching the pOSitions
of the lst Battalion. As has previousiy been brought éut, theirlmotive
power was insufficient to allow them to negotiat the difficult terrain
‘without the aid of towing vehiclés.

Upon arrival in the 1lst Battalion zone, plans were made, orders

issued, and coordinated with all commanders concerned. It was found
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that the only suitable terrain from area "A" to area "B" over which

the tanks could successfully negotiate and at the same time offer ade-
guate support (Point C) was too narrow for their tread width, for this
reason the operatién was condﬁcted‘in the following manner:

The armgr~pfotecped bulldozer would precede the advancing tank
and widen the trail. AUpon reaching a predetermined point, it would
withdraw to the starting point, alléwing one tank to advance over the
newly constructed road, at the same time laying down its maximum jolume
of fire into thé enenw.positions.‘ This method was supported by one

platoon of infantry from Company B on either side of the advancing

vehicle; the second tank from a position in the rear; fires of the

field artillery battalions; the 4,2-inch chemical mortar company, and
all available weapons within the lst Battalion.
This "leap frog" action lasted approximatély-two ard a half hours
at whicﬁ time the Japanese positions were overrun, with 150 enemy killedé
This operation clearly illustrates the effectiveness of armor ast
an integral part of a combined arms team in the attack. It was the
opinion of the commaﬁding officer, lst Battalion, that it was only by
tﬁe full ﬁtilization of the ténks' characteristics of armor-protected
fire power and mobility that the Japanese positions were neutralized,
Shortly before the close of the campaign the battalion was con-
centrated in MANILA, but this stéte of comparative bliss,was'doomed_to
be short liveg. Extensive preparation for the invasion‘of JAPAN was
beginning to take,élacea This pfeparation again caused the battalion .

to be split up, V=~J Ddy found the units of the battalion in the

following. dispositions: Company A attached to the 158th Regimental
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Combat Team at LEGASPI on the southern tip of LUZON; Companies B and Q
were on the ISLAND OF PANAY, attached to the 4Oth Infantry Division;

Company D was at APPARRI, on the northern coast of LUZON, attéched‘to'
the 37th‘Inféntry Division: Each of the companies had small detachments
. of thé'Headquarters and SerQice Companies attached, The balance of

13

Headquarters and Service Companies remained in MANILA.
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CHAPTER 8
STAFF STUDIES

Study of the G-1 Situation

" General. The G-1 plan for the LUZON operation was formulated
while the LEYTE operation was still in pr/ogress.l The resultant tjﬁe,
for detailed study, formafion of adminisérative prOCedures, conferences,
and dissemingtion of methods and instructions to subordinate units re~
turned a handsome dividend in the smooth; efficient handling of the
myriads of administrative minutiae so necessary to fhe control of a
modern army. |

The dissemination of information, due partly to this preplanning;
was So extensiﬁe as to approach the ideai.2 Units were so well-informed
that each had, at the time of its embarkation, knowledge of its planned
employment upon reaching the objective area, Information was also
furnished as to which Aigher command it would be assigned or attached.
The usual confusion, so often evident in operations of this kind, was
markedly reduced; especially with respect to unif locations and to
status of units in the objective area, This preplanning, analysis,
establishment of procedures, and particularly the widespread dissemina~
tion of the information to subordinate units make this a noteworthy
phase of the campaign.

Replacements. The usual bugaboos of the replacement system em-
ployed at that time by the entire army.cropped up during the LUZON
operation, The individual replacement found himself a member of several

successive heterogenecous units, being shunted from place to place,
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having little or no opportunity to "find" himsélf until he arrived at
a combat command. |

Prior to the commencement of hostilities on LUZON, the Command~
ing General, Sixth Army; requésted of the.Theate; Commander sufficient
replacements to bring ail units to table of organization strehgth,,plus‘
ten per cent overstirength at the time of embarkation.3 The 754th Tank
Battalion did not have a ten per cent overstrength at the time of em~
barkation.* The forecast of estimated replacements for the first 30
days of the campaign was set as 3000, Actually received during the
period of 9 January to 30 June 1945, by the Sixth Army, were 154/ of-
ficer replacements énd 50,396 enlisted men of all arms and services.
This was in response to an estimated three months requirement of 45,699,
of which approximately ten per.cent were to be officers. A notable
point was that of the 15aa.officers replacements received, only 42 of
all arms and services were of field grade.5 It is felt that a higher
percentage of field grade of ficers should have been deli&ereda

The 12th Replacement Battalion was the sole replacement in-

stallation on LUZON until 15 March 19L5,6

On & February 1945, the 12th
Replacement Baﬁtalion passed from Sixth Army control to the Replacement
Command.” Replacements wére processed at the Lth Replacement Depot on
LEYTE and the 5th Replacement Debot at QRO BAY, NEW GUINEA, until sub-
sequently the Sth Replacement Depot was moved into MANILA.,

The 12th Replacement Battalion received the replacements, and
éfter receiving assignment instructions from the Sixth Army, generally

aupervised.and expedited deliveries to units, In this system of deliveri:

again some of the complaints against the replacement system reared up.
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The most feasible system during this period of thg operation was for both
ma jor and smaller units to pick up their own replacements when possible.
Meager transportation and inability of some units to pick up their re-
placements forced the replacement battalion to deliver replacements
peddler fgshion to small and scattered units, This had to.be done‘in
order to facilitate delivery and fully utilize the little transportétion
available. This problem of moving replacements was further complicated
by the fact that the forces for whom they‘were intended were rapidiy
aavancing. Greatly aileviating.this critical shortage of transpbrtaticn
was the subsequent repair and operation of the railroad from LINGYEN.tO
MANILA. Additional relief came in tne use of USASCS casual camps for
delivery of small groups of replacements to Sixth Army units,. The 754th
Tank Battalion was not particularly affected by these acute replacément
problems, as the battalion reguired few replécements, totaling approxi~
mately 35 or LO officers and men.7 |

On the whole, replacements were satisfactory, both in type and
training, with only a few notable exceptions, mginly in a deficiency
in the number of clerks and in tne inadeqnate rgtraining of former
AAT and CAC‘enlisted personnel as infantrymen. These versonnel, fre~
quently of the higher noncommissioned grades, perforce had to be assigned
to combat divisions.

Some difficnlty nas encountered in the assignment of a large
number of replacements less than 19 years old. By law, it was required
that none be committed to action without completing six months training,
This was accomplished by assigning this group to those divisions whose

tactical situation best permitted special training,
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In all, it is felt that ten per cent personnel overstrength is
necessary for an amphibious‘operation. Further, the replacement flow
should begin early and continue to keep units at gffectiye stfengtb

rather than at assigned table of organization strength. Replacement

units should be placed under army control te insure rapid, efficient

'proceséing and assignment of replacements, and army should control and

effect the supply of replacements to units attached. The replacement

system suffered'fro& inadequate personnel, supplies, and trahsportation,

and unfortunately, these inadequacies were passed on to the replacements
in the form of personal discomforté, The replacement system, consider—
ihg its equipment and organizatioﬁ, however? successfully accomplished
its miésion,

Casualties and returns. Casualties. For detailed information,

see Annexes 1 and 2, pages 85 and 86,

Readjustment program. On 15 April 1945, informgtion was received
by the heavily engaged Sixkh Army relative to the readjustment program.
Inasmuch as this placed an additional administfative burden on the al-

ready overtaxed personnel section becguse of the very limited pcriod of

" reporting, it is not surprising that units engaged in close combat’

perforce obtained basic'information of the program from personnel in

the most advanced areas. A tremendous amount of clerical effort had to
be expended in formulating and disseminating the instructions pertaining
to readjustment, in the distribution of Adjusted Service Rating (4SR)
cards, and in the preparation, cbngolidation, and submission of these
reports,

’

The 754th Tank Battalion had no personnel involved in this re~
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adjustment prOgram until after the entire operation on LUZON was com-

-plefced.8

Recovered personnel. Recovered military personnel always pre-~

" sents complex problems, and these problems were present on LUZON. These

problems were further complicated by the absence of an overall theater
plan to meet the situation, by conflicting instructions, and the laék of
physicél means available to accomplish the task.g-

-Morale. Postal Service. 'Nothing improves morale as gréatly as
the prompt delivery of mail. It ié maﬁdatory that maximum effort be ex—
pended to insufe the early arrival of mail in the ob jective area and
its delivery in é secure, présentable condition. On the whble, mail
service to'the 754th Tank Battalion was gooa,;l But this cannot be said
of the entire army. Christmas packages, for example, were delayed until
April.l2 .The climatic conditions for the area éddéd to the damaged con-
dition_of many pPackages and much first?class mail, '

Special Services. Motion picture service appeared to Ee more
than adequate and was well received. Such additional services as Post
Exchange facilities were installed more or less on a post, Qamp, or
s£ation-basis, and serviced uﬁits in the corps area in which they were
serving,13

Rests and lsaves, Afeas were set up for rest and réhébilitatiou
One such area was near the EIZAL MONUMENT on HIGHWAY 3 north of MANILA,
which was utilized by the 754th Tank Battalion&among other units,lA

Decorations and awards, While the 754th Tank Battalion did not

participate invany mass. battalion awards, they were not lacking in

representation in this field. The 754th Tank Battalion received, among
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/
other awards, 4€ Pprple Hearts, approximately 15 Bronze Stars, and four
Silver Stars.l5

Miscellaneous. Straggler control. Corps were charged with

straggler control within their respective areas.lé Stragglers thus
éollected were processed through ASCOM and corps casual camps, ‘Opera~
tions indicated that corps, division, and separatebregimental combat
team commanders must provide, in their initial plan, for.the establish~
ment of mobile casuél camps, The nafure of amphibious operations in the
Southwest PACIFIC area, the wide dispersion of forces, and the inade-
quate tranSportatipn facilities rendered it imperative that such>camps
be established as earlyhas possible.

The purpose of these camps, in addition to returning casuals to
their respective units, was to re-equip them if any deficiencies in
clothing, weapons, or other equipment were noted,

Prisoners of war. The number of prisoners of war in the LUZON
campaign was much greater than in any previous operati;n.l7 The 754th
Tank Battalion was under instructions to take aﬁy prisoners of war t?
XIV‘Corps enclosures., The 754th %ank Battalion did not take any
prisoners of war in action. The only prisoners of war taken by the
battalion were those Nipponese soldiers straggling into MANILA.18

Graves registration, burials, and effects. This service was
performed by organic quartermaster troops of the Sixth Army.

Guerrilla activities. Little information congerning guerrilla
activities was availabie to Sixth Army units prior to the initial land-
ings on LUZON. Shortly after the initial landings, Filipino units,

claiming to be guerrillas, contacted many units. Their units, for the
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most part, were poorly trained, poourly equiﬁped, and poorly armed.
Guerrilla units were attached for supply.operations and hospitalization
to the United States Army employing them. As the operation progressed,
more and more of theéé guerrillas appeared.,

Many guerrilla units had as members and usuaily.as leadérs,
United States-Army personnel, and civilians who had eiﬁher,avoided cap-
ture by, or escaped ffom, the Japanese, They usually remained on duty
with the guerrilla unit until the need for that particuiar unit was no
longer required, One guerrilla unit, in parﬁicular, about the size and
organization of a division, was well-organized, exceptionally well-
trained, and -efficiently 1ed in batflé by a United States Army of ficer

who had escaped from BATAAN.ZQ

. 84



TABLE 1°

® | Casvalty Qomparison By Date
754&TK Bn  and Opposmq JApAness Forces
9JAN'3OJUNE 1945

|
140
130
120

0]

Q)

S|
EY)
20k

| .

dapel=tT . T .
e 8 9 10_14 15 ¥ 17 20 21 23 24 28 24 5 7 14 5 ar 2[5 0] 22

JAN EbRUA&y nMAR APmL.. WMAY June

Jaranese Losses ]

® American Kosses 0 e em an

@ Aflee Action Rspop:r-754"‘Tk Bw - Ju'y 45
— 35



°  TABLE g

Comparative Losses

OSJAN~30 June 45
o
N
|1}
3
240 &
D (229)
22 |

200
180
160 |
140.3
120

@c-After Ackion REPORT ~754* Tk Bu- July 45.
R~136-H-Knox2-3-50-2 8 6



Study_of the G-2 Situation

Japanese armored tactics, The tank was considered predominantly .

as an offensive weapon, This factor, in conjunction with the general
view of the Japanese, permitted very little attention to be paid to de-
fensive tactics, Defense was resorted to only when faced with supericr
hostile forces énd then only as a temporary operation while preparing
plans for regaining the offensive,

Tactical‘studigs in Japanese army tank schools gave precise in~
structions for employment of large armored formations, For attacks on
lightly held positions, a minimum of 30 to A0>tanks wére to be utilized,
For more strongly held positiohs, at least 60 tanks were to be used,
Commitment was to be in a "mobile mass" and in support of inféntry,

Translation of captured Japanese Field Service Regulations dis-
closed the following vrinciples for use of tanks in defensive situa-
tions: "With mechanized units in the defense, it is essential to- utilize
their maneuverability as aggreséively as possible, ' When necessary to |
employ tanks for defense against superior hostile tanks, it is advanv
' tageous for oﬁr.tanks t0 cooperate clogely with artillery and antitank
weapons, and to counterattack the enemy as much as possible within areas
that the enemy'!s supporting fires cannot reach,"21

Vulnerable points on the design and construction of Japanese

Xanks. All tanks were lightly armored with front plates ard §ides rang-
ing fr;m l/a_to one inch of arm&r. In actual combat, 75-~mm HE shells
blew turrets off several tanks of the M95 series (see page 9? .). A
75-mm AP projectile at a range of 100 to 500 yards entered the right

front of a similar model and came out the rear, leaving a hole one inch
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in diameter all the way through. External exhaust manifold, suspension
systems, and idlers were~vulne£able to maéhine gun fire, while bogies
could be damaged or destrqyedeby hand grenades, Turrets on the M95.
light tank could be jammed by any small object at the turret when the
turret was turned to the overhang hull position of the tank, - Although
the Japanese continued to improve their models, the .sAtandard was below
comparable tanks used by Allied armies,

Communication systems used on the tanks by the Japanese also
fell short of Aiiied standards. .The platoon leader's tank was the
lowest command tank equipped with radio communication, In the event the
platoon leader became a casualty, the only means of communication avail~
able to the balance of the platoon were visual signals.22 ‘ \

Japanese employment of armor on LUZON, The Japanese 2d Armored

Division on LUZON constituted the first formidable armored force to op—
pose the advance of American troops toward TOKYO., Subsequent destruc-
tion of this force eliminated 20 per cent of the known Japanese armor.
The division was believed to have been activated in MANCHURIA in late
1942 or early 1943, and had not participated in actual combat to this
time, Its arrival in LUZON in early October 194/ was followed by a
perioa of extensive training ac-tivity.23

Prior to the landing of American forces on LUZON, the manﬁer in
which thé enemy would employ his armorwas a matter of conjecture.
Would armor be massed and, with or without supporting inféntry, deliver
strong attacks on either flank or frontally? Would it be employed in

“mass Or small groups to bolster defensive positions? Would it be used

piecemeal in small localized counterattacks?
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Informatioﬁ gained from documents captured early in the campaign
indicated that the Japanese had little intention of pitting their armor
against our  Sherman tanks. Later.information indicated that a major
portion of the armor would assist in holding open an escape route through:
CABANATUAN, SAN JOSE, NEVA.ECIJA PROVINCE, northeast into the CAGA"-!.;E‘J '
VAILEY. |

By 5 March 1945, our planes, artillery, tanks, tank destroyers,
and infantry antitank weapons had destroyed 203 medium and 19 light
tanks, constituting 95 per cent of the 2d Armored Division. A1l but six
‘ had been destroyed in the MUNOZ-—SAN JOSE-fLUPAO*+SAN MANUAL--BINALONAN -~
URDANETTA area. Without exception in this area, the tanks were empléyed:'
defeﬁsively to stiffen positions.in villages. The tanks were well dug |
in under heavy concealing foliage, with adobe revetments and were used
as a nucleus around which all other measures of defenses were built.
Alternate po§itions were prepared so that the tanks could be shifted
about the perimeter as the situation dictated. Counterattack§ were used
only as a last resort When-it appeared inevitakle that the local defense
would fall. These limited attacks were launched under cover of darkness
in sﬁpport of infantry final "banzai" attacks. The tankers invariably
became confused, making them easy prey for our antitank weapons. Cnly
once did the enemy employ his armor in daylight to support an infantry
attack., The three tanks and two self-propelled six~inch howitzers
committed in the attack were destroyed, and threse other tanks witﬁdrew
without entering the fight., The number of tanks employed in defense of
the villages varied from nine at URDANET‘A to 52 to MUNOZ.26 These

figures are based on tanks actually destroyed and do not include the few
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tanks that withdrew to avoid destruction.

Order of battle. Some difficulty was encounteréd in establish-

ing the enemy order of battle in the MANILA area, due to the fact that.

since Japanese occupatién of the PHILIPPINES, this area was used exten—

- sively as a staging aréa for troops of the Japanese Armed Forces en—

¢

route to other areas in the South and Southwest Pacific. It appeared
that almost every unit staged through MANILA left at least one individual
complete with dog tag and paybook, which reéulted in Ycontact identifica-
tion" of many units of the Jabanese army which wefe notiactually present.
(For troop.list of 2d Armored Division, see page 96 )

"Mapping and map reproduction. Mapping and map reproductioh

during the early stages of the campaign was satisfactory, but whén our
forces met stubborn resistance in the mountains, it was necessary to
acquire large scale photp maps 6f the area. This method wasknot always
satisfactory, due to the time lag between requests and receipt of the
photos. This lag resultéd in lack of timely information for use of

2L -

subordinate units.

Psychological warfa;e. The psychological warfare campaign on

LUZON was carried on under general directives of the Psychological War—
fare Branch, General Headquarters. From 9 January 1945 to 30 June 1945,
29,500,000 leaflets were‘dropped and more than 30 loudspeaker: broadcasts
were made to enemy troops.

The leaflets were of three types: newspapers; general leaflets,
picturing Japan's position in the warj; ahd surrender passes including
promises of good treatment, Quotations from captured enemy documents

and analysis of interrogation of prisoners of war disclosed that the
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leaflets were effective in lowering the enemy's morale and inducing the
surrender of many of them, Keen interest and wide use of this type of
warfare was displayed by lower echelons. As the lower %nits becamg more
aware of its value in reddcing loss of American liveé, a gréater spirit
of cooperation in taking prisoners was shown than had beén experienced

2
in past campaigns. >

Testing new US material. The Flamethrower, E7-7, mounted in

the M5A1 light tank proved effective in of fensive operations against
enemy dug-in poSitiﬁné, In addition to iowering the morale and com~
pletely demoralizing enemy troops, it had the distinct effect of raising
the morale of our own -troops when used as a supporting weapon. Due to
the limitations of the light tank as'tc maneuverability, power; and

gradability, recommendations were later made for the installation of

. . 27
flamethrowers on g medium tank chassis.
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Result of interviews with Geheral Yamashita and other staff officers

by 37th Division Staff,

General Tomoyuki Yamashita, the "Tiger of Malaya]' assumed com=
mand of LUZON forces for the Japanesé on 31 Deceﬁber 1944, aftef the
relief of Field Marshal Terauchi had been effected. During Terauchi's
command,’no serious effort was made to properly organize the PHILIPPINES
for defense. |

The basic plan for the defense of the island of LUZCNIhaa been
conceived in September 194, and éalled for a defense in str'er;gth of the
entire island, including all landing beaches, the BICOL PENINSQLA, |
BATANGAS, MANILA BAY, and CORRIGIDOR, SUBIC BAY, LINGAYEN GULF, and the
CENTRAL PLAIN, and parts of ihe east coast; At this time, since only
two units, the 105th and 103d Brigade Divisions, were on the»isiand,
it was necessary to bring in a large number of troops from CHINA and
MANCHURIA, and'by October the Japanese were well organized for a strong
defense of . the islandf, Subsequent US landings in LEYTE threw the de~
fense blans slightly off; since the 26th Infantry Division (less one
regiment and transport unit), one regiment of the 8th Infantry Division,.
and the lst Infantry Division, which had not even landed on LUZON, were
transshipped.from MANILA BAY and sent south to reinforce the troops on
LEYTE.

Lieutenant General Muto, Yamashita's chief-ufwstaff, explained
the conditioné governing the Japanese conduct of .the campéign4as being
dependent upon three basic assumétions;

1. The US would have complete air superiority by the time

operations on LUZON would begin, and that our artillery and armored
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forces were fgr superior to similar Japanese eqﬁipment,

2. Shortage of o0il and fuel for the operation of available
Japanese armor and mechanized equipment,

3, That the native pooulation was hostile to the Japanese,
would fight against them if armed, and would supply the US forces with
valuable intelligence.

Though neither Yamashita or Muto made mention of any aversion
for open country, both stated that '"No matteg whaﬁ we do, if you decide
you ére-going to get in somewhere, you get there.n

It was not clear to Yamashita where the landings on LUZON might
occur. In addition, there were not sufficient troops on the isiand to
hold all the beaches at which we might land. It was also felt that any
attempt to meet us on the flat, level plainsbarea would provide us with
excellent opportunity for full exploitation of our superior materiel.
Yamashita also felt that it was impossible for him to prevent a US occu-
pation of LUZON and regarded his mission as one to contain the maximum
number of US divisions, cause gréat numbers ¢of casualties, and prevent
exploitation of the airfields. He assumed from the beginning that he
would meet with eventual defeét. Staff officers interrogated claimed
that'they were aware Of the fact that we would land on the shores of
LINGAYEN GULF in the exact spots where the landings took place. Their
estimgte, based on the time interval between previous operations, was
that we would land betwzen the 10th and 20th of Januéry 1945, They
further contended that their apparent unpreparedness when we landed was
the result of General Yamashita's decision that the beaches coﬁld not be

successfully defended against the expected force of our attack. Planned
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delaying action south of the beaehhead could not be set up. in time to -
functlon. | |

bomp031tlon and strengtn of the island gs of Januaﬁy 1945 was
as follows:

Northern Sector - Code SHOBU  10th Division 6,500,

19th Division 8,000
23d Division 12,000
103d Division - 15,000
105th Division 6,000 (elements).
2d Armd Div : 6,000
Army Hq Troops 14,000
hth Alr Army 18,000
LofC Troops 12,000
Signal Troops 2,500
Other - 40,000
Total 140,000

Central Sector -~ Code KEWMBU 1lst Airberne Gp - 13,000
Naval Air Corps 15,000

Other 2,000
Total 30,000
Southern Sector — Code SHIMBU  8th Division 8,000 . :
105th ‘Division 2,000 (elements)
Manila Def Tps 15,000 (Army)
Naval Personnel 15,000
Other 10,000
‘ Total 80,000
Entire LUZON area Total 250,000

Above figures were obtained from Japanese staff qfficers and
are estimates rather than exact figures and méy vary from fact.

To elaborate on a few of the basic causes, it was felt that a
gross error was committed with their premature withdrawal from the beach-
‘hsad area when they might have punished 1nvad1ng forces most seriously.
Another fallure lay in their employmentof armor, althouch to some extcnt

inadequate fuel supplies prohibited proper utilization of the 2d Armored
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Division, Undue dispersal and small frittering committments of the
armored units contributed to their defeat.

While the'Japanese commanders and ranking staff officers

attribute American victory largely to overwhelming materiel superiority

and fire power, they also attribute it in greater measure to the constan®
applicétion of the basic principles of warfare—bold, relentless attack,

28

and swift and aggressive movement,
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: 2
2D AFMORED DIVISION (Japanese) 7

N

Medium Light Armd Arty AT

Unit L Strength Tanksi Tanks Cars Pieces Guns
Div Hq 300 7 2

3d Tank Brig Hg : 110 6 5 2

6th Tank Regt 685 57 9 1

7th Tank Regt g0 55 17

10th Tark Regt 695 55 4 1 |

Mob Inf Regt 1965 | . '9 6 27
Mob Arty Regt 1260 : 2 35 2
Engr Regt ’ 680 ' 2 1

AT Unit 310 - ‘ ' 18
1st-3d Ind AT Combat Cos 510

Maint Unit 7 ' L50 17 ‘ L

Transportation Unit 650
Sig Unit 200
Med Unit ‘ 800 _ . ‘
Totals 9435 197 37 39 41 52
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L 0
TAVKETTE 9l a9y’

Weight: 3.27 tons.
Lengtﬁ: 11 feeﬁ.
Width: 5 feet, % inch.
Height: 5 feet;'j inches.
Ground clearance: 11 inches,
Fording depth: 24 inches.
Speed .(roads): 26.6 miles per hour.
Armor: Front: 1li-mm,
Sides: 8-nmm.
Armamént: One 7.7 Machine Gun in turret,
Ammunition: 1980 rouhds.
Engine: 4 cylinder in line, air cooled, gasvline operated.
Horsepowers 32 HP at 1700 RPM.
Transmission: L speeds fbrward; 1 reverse.
Steering: Differential brakes.
Radius of operation: 100 miles,
Gradability: 30 degrees.
Trench crossing ability: 4 feet, six inches.

Crew: 2.
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LIGHT TANK 95,(M1935)31‘

Weight:: 8.4 tons.

Length: ih feet, 1 inch..

width:- 6 feest, 11 inches.

Height: 7 feet, 3 inches.

Ground clearance:. 15.5 inches.

‘Width of track: 9.9 inches,

Fording depth: 3 feet,;B inches. .

Radius of operation: 100 miles.

Speeds: Road: 36 mﬁh; Cross country: 14-18 mph;
Armor:. Front: 1li-mmj; Sides: lz—ﬁm.

Armament: Tank Gun, 37-mm; turret machine gun and hull machine gun,
7 . 7*m. . .

Ammunition: Tank gun, 130 rounds; Machine gun, 2970 rounds.
Engine: Diesel, 6 cylinder, air cooled,

Horsepower: 110 HP atAlACO RPM.

Transﬁission: I, speeds forward; 1 reverse.

Steering: Clutch.brakes.

Fuel capacity: Main tank, 27 gallons; Auxiliary tank, 7.9 gallons.

Crew: 3
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MED TUM TaNK 97 (:1937)°2

Weight: 15.4 tons.

Length: 18 feet, L, inches.

Width: 7 feet, 3 inches.

Height: 7 feet, 8 iﬁches.

Ground clearance: 16 inches.
Width of track: 13 inches.

Fording deﬁth: 3 feet, 3 inches.
‘Radius of action: 100 miles.

Speed: Road, 25 miiés per hour.
Armor: Front, 25-mm; Sides, 22-mm.

Armament: Tank gun, 57-mm; rear turret machine gun; 7o 7-mm; hull
machine gun, 7,7-mm. ‘

Ammunition: Tank gun, 80 HE, L0 APHE; machine gun, 2350 ball, 1350 AP.
Engine: V=12, air gooled, Diesel.

Horsepower: 150 HP at 1500 RPM.

Transmission: [ speeds forward; 1 reverse; high and low range.
Steering: Clutch brakes.

Fuel capacity: 2 main tanks, 30 and 31.5 gallons.

Crew: L. ’
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Study of the G-l Situation

Logistical problems. Due to ﬁhe natu;e'of operations and
limited COm’c\aat, losses (see page |08), the operational efficiency of
the 754th Tank Battalion was not affected to any considerable degree
by logiétiCal difficulties. The battaiion did'experience certain
problems in supply and maintenance.33 f

The battalion was organized and equiﬁped on the basis that the
‘battalion would operate as a unit. During the campaign on‘LUZON,:the
‘battalion did“ﬁﬁt bperate as a unit. One or‘ﬁbfé éohpaniés'that were
rattéched to infantry divisions were often broken down into platoons
that werevfurthér attached to regimentai combat teads,3h
| Ténk companiés experienced considerable difficulties in obtain-
ing ‘adequate supplies_of ammunition and fueliand lubricants from the
infantry di§isions to which they were attached, This was due to the
fact that these divisions did nop realizeAthe ouantities of these sup;A
plies that are normally consumned by a tank unit.35

In order for the -companies to carry sup.blies required for
various assigned missions, it was necessary for the bgttalion to attach
2-1/2-ton trucks from the battalion transportation platoon. This
procedure made it very difficult«for thé battalion to carry out its
responsibility of resubplying the baﬂtalion as a whole. Supplies had
to be transported over long distances, and this, in conjunction with
lack of adequate transportation, made it extremely difficult for the
battalion to keep all of its eompanies adequately supplied,36

Maintenance of vehicles wéé a major problem in the battalion.

The mgin difficulty in maintenance was the shortage of spare parts,

-
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The battalion landed on LUZQN without the spare parts load for full
track vehicles and_ without the special armored force tooul sets. These
supplies and equipment were not available ﬁhen'the battalion sailed
from BOUGAINVILLE. These shortages resulted in cargo space being avail-
able to carry a greatly increased load of spare parté for wheeled vehi-
cles. This proved to be very fortunate, Eecause the supply of these
spare parts was critical on LUZON.' In order to obtain spare parts for
tanks, it was necessary to revert to canabalization because such parts
were not available through ordnance channels. Any'tank‘that could not
be repaired was stripped. This applied nof 6nly to tanks of the bat-
talion, but also to other tanks that were found in the combat zone.
Since most of the tanks that were disabled by mines or antitank fire
did not burn, a considerable number of spare parts were salvaged from

the se ’t‘anks.3 4

The retreat of the enemy to the hilly, mountainous country
forced the tanks to operate on very unfavorable terrain. This caused
excessive wear and tear on the tanks, particularly the engines, It wasi

frequently necessary to .repair motors after a period of from 25 to 50

hours on this type of terrain. This placed a heavy burden on the

maintenance facilities of the battalion. The battalion maintenance

personnel were well trained, and by devoting considerable time to
maintenance, this difficulty was overcome. Another contributing factor
to the success of maintenance was the fact that thé nature of obera~
tions made it possible to rotate the companies that were supporting
infantry divisions, | |

This maintenance program made it possible to operate the Conti-
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nental radial ‘engines for an’average of approximately 500 hotirs without
changing the engine. In a number Qf instances it~was:pOSsible to obe-
rate engines for a period of 800 to 900 hoﬁrs without change. Addi-
tional mechanics and spare parts, with necessary transportation, from

the ba@talion maintenance platoon, were often sent with companies at~-

"tached to infantry divisions. This made it possible for the companies
to perform necessary maintenance, because time and Space factors made

‘it impossible'for the battalion to render necessary support in the

39

~normal manner.

Since changes in attachment of companies to infantry divisions
were common, it was necessary fo} the battalion to supply spare parts
to all companies, fegardless of attachment. Due to the nature of the
supply situation, the time required to obtain sﬁare parts was such
that by the time the infantry aivision was'ablq to obtain the spare
paris,‘the bompany requiring them would no longer be attached to the
division, It was found that the parent battalioﬁ ¢ould supply the
companies faster and with less confusion, despite the time and épace
factors involved. Officers from battalion headquarters visited each
company €ach day, so that tﬁere was no delay due to lack of contact
between the company and thelbattaliou.ho

The ordnance tank maintenance units were unable to provide ade~-
quate support because they were not properly trained in the repair of
medium tanks. These units, prior to operation on LUZON, had been
trained to repair only light tanks anq wheeled‘vehicles.» In addition,
these units lacked the spare parts neceééary to make repairs to the

tanks and render adequate support to the 754th Tank Battalion. The
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artillery sections of these units were properly trained and equipped,

and did render adequate support.hl

The ML and MLAl tanks with which the battalion was equipped
were definitely underp0wefed for operapions in support of infantry on
such diffiCult'ﬁerrain. In order to ascend a number of the slopes, it
was necessary to tow the tanks“b& tractors or tolslip the.clutch and
jﬁmphthe tank forward. By the attachment of "duck bill" the flotaiion
of the tanks was increased sufficientiy to traverse most of the terrain,
including rice paddies during the dry season, when £hey were drained.

- In the later phases of the campaign, shortages of spare parts
restricted the operation of the tanks to emergencies. Serious shOftagesr
of tank tracks developed because of the short life of the synthetic
rubﬁer on hard roads and because neither tank franspOrter nor rail
facilities were available for the movement of tanks over long dis=-
tances. |

The supply of ammunition also pfesented certain problems due to
inadequate transportation and the limited amount of ammunition avdilable
for tanks.. Through necessity, the baﬁtalion had to supply awmunition
to all companies, regardless of attachment. The infantry divisions were
unable to keep the tank companies supplied with ammunition, This prob=-—
lem of supply was aggravated by the fact that ammunition supply points,
having tank ammunition available, were in some caées 75 miles from the
company posit:i.om;.h3

The rate of consumption of tank ammunition in the city of MANILA
was particularly high, due to the requirement for direct fire attack

against concrete buildings in support of infantry. In addition, the
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prohibited use of indirect fire during cértain operatiuns in clearing
the city placed an additional burden on the tanks to provide direct
fire support of inféntfy troops.hh

Prior to the departure of the battalion from BOUGAINVILLE, a
number of rounds of 75-mm canistér ammunition was improvised. The
rounds. were made from a 754mm.gun shell case and the canister pro-
jectile from a 75-mm howitzer shell. This ammunition proved very
effective aéainst énemj positions on hillsides and in brush at the
top of hills.h5

The lack of adequéte transportation within the 754th Tank Bat—
talion proved to be a serious handicap. In addition to the transporta-
tion required for resupply, the companies and platoons neceded lighter
transportation for liaison with higher headquérterS‘and for reconnais~
sance. Due to the nature of the terrain, it was only possible to émr
ploy the tanks by a constant reconnaissance of the area in which the
infantry trocps were operating, in order to ascertain whéthef or not
tanks could be used, In addition to this recornnaissance, it was neces-
sary to perform numerous liaison trips to various headquartefs to
coordinate the employment of tanks and to work out the details of tank
support of infantry.units. In many cases in which infantry commanders
desired to use tanks, it was necessary to make an actual reconnaissance

and then recommend whether tanks should be'used.h
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VATERTEL DAMAGED OR LOST *7

754TH  MEDIUM TANK BATTALION

Date

9 January 1945
10 January 1945
13 January 1945
16 January 1945

28 January 1945

N

Damaged

29 January 1945

31 January 1945
6 February 1945

7 February 1945

14 February 1945
15 February 1945
17 February 1945
19 February 1945

22 February 1945

25 February 1945

22 March 1945
3 April 1945
16 April 1945

21 April 1945

22 April - 30 June 1945

Total

L (W/v)
1 (w/v)
1 /)
1 (w/v)
1 (M Tk)

1 (M Tk)
2 (M Tk)
1 (4 Tk)
2 (M Tk)
1 (M Tk)

L (M Tk)

-1 (M Tk)

1 (i Tx)

1 (M Tk)

1 (M Tk)
1 (M 'rk)
0

—————

2L

(7 w/v, 17 ¥ Tk)
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Iost

6 (W)

2 (M Tk)
-1 (w/v)

1 (M Tk)

1 (M Tk)

1 (M Tk)

0

o

12

(7 w/v,-5 M Tk)
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CHAPTER 9

SULMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A ma jor portion of this report is based on the Provisional Tank
Group, USAFFE, and the 754th Medium Tank Battalion. Both units partici-
pated in their respective campaigns from commencement of operations to
the sufrender. The activities of these units are typical of armor in
general. One fought a delaying action; the other an offehsive action.,
A study of their successes and failures is adequate basis for arriving
at conclusions on the employment of armor. _

In both campaigné, tank unit actions primarily supported infantry
operations. In the first campaign, armor provided the covering force in
the withdrawal, In the second campaign, armor suppqrted the assault

landings, breaching of strong defenses, and the final consolidation of

"LUZON. Both tasks demonstrated armor's inherent capabilities of flexi-

bility and maneuverabiiity. Each operation further pointed up the
necessity for combined*arhs training and utilization.

When tanks are employed in-small tank infantry teams in unfavor-
able terrain, excessive casualties mﬁst be expected. The greatest effec—

tiveness of armor presupposes freedom of maneuver to utilize the shock

‘dction gained from armor's flexibility and mobility.

The LUZON terrain handicapped armor during both campaigns. Cross
country movement was hazardous, at best, the road net very poor, and
existing bridges weak. Tanks o'per‘ated«effectively in spite of the many
obstacles presented by the terrain, | |

A minimum of Japanese armor was encountered. In the second
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campaign during the Japanese Sounterof fensive at SAPANGBATO, six
Japanese medium tanks attacked the 754th Medium Tank Battalion. The

Japanese tanks were inferior in armor and fire power., The 754th Tank

" Battalion destroyed four of them by offensive fire. The remaining two

Japanese tanks retreéted and subsequently were encountered being used

as dug-in pillboxes..

Viewed in the light of present armored doctrine, it is apparent
that armor on LUZON could not be employed to exploit characteristics of

high mobility and great fire power. The mobility of the tanks during

all but the brief final phases of the operation was limited By the un-

favorable terrain. - In utilizing great fire power, it is presupposed
that armor will be used in mass. This was not possible in either campaig
due to the dispersion of tank units.

Overall, the employment of armor on LUZON did not fully exploit .

_ the characteristics and capabilities of mass, mobility, fire power, shocg

action. It should be noted that armor was effectively utilized in with—
drawals, and as infantry sﬁpport, thoggh in an unorthodox manner at timec
Justification for such methods of employment lies in the natufe of the
terrain, coupled with the determination of the enemye.

Both cagpaigns indicated clearly the necessity of having tanks
organic to an.infantry division;

Through study and comparison, the necessity for combined arms
training and indoctrination of all combat units in the capabilities and
limitations of armor was startlingly clear. Such combined training and
indoctrination will materially increasé the efficiency of combat units

in any future operation.
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